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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ My Saint Haralambos Church Family:
St. Paul says, “If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.”
(Galatians 5:25)
I greet you with love and joy in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! I pray that this letter
finds all of you and your families in the best of health and spirits. And may our souls continue to
be illuminated by the Holy Spirit.
I must begin by acknowledging that I have missed seeing all of you for almost 4 months now. It’s
good that we have communicated via txt, phone, emails, zoom, Facebook, and virtually. However,
it’s not the same as all of us being together in the Church Fellowship. Also please know that all of
you and your families have been in my constant prayers.

I humbly ask of all us as we begin to open our Church in both the Yellow and Green Phases of our
Metropolis of Pittsburgh; to respect each other and to continue to maintain the safety measures
as directed by His Eminence Metropolitan SAVAS of Pittsburgh, as well as the safety guidelines
of the CDC. Please remember that this includes the continuation of social distancing, proper hand
sanitizing, and wearing of face masks in Church.
We have seen the importance of these safety guidelines because of the human devastation
that COVID -19 has impacted as an unpredictable novel virus with extreme contagion. Therefore
in these unprecedented times, it is necessary for us to put aside our personal opinions, and to
please work together, respect and support one another, so that we might better protect our Saint
Haralambos Church Family and others.
Our concern is for the ability of all of our faithful parishioners to be able come to church to pray
together and to receive the Holy Eucharist - the Body and Blood of Christ. Saint Haralambos
Greek Orthodox Church for us, is a Holy Place that has served our faithful parishioners for
108 years; through diseases, two World Wars, the Great Depression, The Korean War, Vietnam
War, Gulf War, Afghanistan, other skirmishes and many hardships to the present time.

We are all in this together – is the mantra of the day. This Pandemic has indeed disrupted all of
our normal lives. And our nation and our world are now faced with rising deaths, rising cases of
infection, a Great Recession, millions of job losses, poverty and starvation.
And to make matters worse on May 25, 2020, George Floyd, a 46-year-old black man, was killed
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, during an arrest for allegedly using a counterfeit bill. The senseless
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Continued
and brutal death of George Floyd in addition to other recent similar incidents has sparked an
uprising against systemic racism and racial injustice in our nation that is critical to the survival
of our Democracy and Freedom.

“Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness.” (1 John 2:9) “A new
commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to
love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” (John 13:34-35) In the Final Judgement, to God: “All Souls Matter”. “All humans are
created in the image and likeness of God.” (Genesis 1:26-27)

We as Greek Orthodox Christians have a history of being oppressed and enslaved by the Ottomans
for 400 years. As Greek Orthodox Christians we do not tolerate hate and racism for it goes against
all the beliefs of our Orthodox Christian Faith. As Christians we have been persecuted for 2,000
plus years and even to the present day. We pray for the whole world and for all of our brothers
and sisters as part of our Liturgical services and worship.
In closing, it has been a rough 2020 year so far and with numerous lives taken and our normal
lives being totally disrupted. It is only with our prayers to God and His abundant love and mercy
that we can get through these difficult times. Let us think back to the stories of the difficult
experiences that our Yiayiades and Papoudes told us and how they survived by their Faith. And
built the Church we have today.

The Good News is: Put away our fears: God loves and cares about every one of us. Throughout
the Holy Scriptures God tells us “do not be afraid” at least 365 times, one for each day of the
year. “For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” (2 Timothy 1:7)
The Good News is: God wills a life free from fear and full of love and self-control for every one of us.
It is my prayer that all of us will be blessed, well, safe, healthy, and overcome all these difficulties.
And that the United States of America will once again be a nation, “indivisible with liberty and
justice for all”. And the World will be a place of peace and love. God has a Master Plan and His
Will is perfect.
Lord Jesus Christ Son of God have mercy upon us and save us. Amen. (The Jesus Prayer)
In Christ’s love,
+ Fr. Nicholas V. Gamvas
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Dear St. Haralambos Parishioners,

JULY / AUGUST 2020

I would like to welcome everyone back to church. It feels good to see people back in our beautiful
St. Haralambos! I would also like to thank Father Nick for all his hard work and leadership
through the last few month of uncertainty associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. And, thank
John Sakellariou for the cleaning and disinfecting of the church and all the facilities.
While we are on the topic of good news, we have finally settled the flood lawsuit and are in the
process of having the repairs done. Many thanks to Mike Paxos for his work compiling all of the
information the attorneys needed.

I would like to thank all of those who made the extra effort these past 3+ months to help support
our church. Many have sent in their weekly offerings in the mail, set up direct payments from
their bank accounts or set up online giving through our church’s website.

This year, due to the pandemic, we have been reduced to small numbers in church that ultimately
has affected the weekly offerings. We have also had to cancel the church’s hall rentals. Being a
good steward can truly make a difference! I thank you all for your love and faithful dedication
to our church!

As you know, due to COVID-19 we had to cancel the festival, but with the hard work of the Greek
Fest Committee we are replacing it with three, three day Greek Fest drive-thrus. The first one
was June 4, 5, & 6, which did very well. We are going to have two more in the months of July and
August. If you would like to help, please call Linda Natale (330.495.8427).

With all the turmoil going on in the country, please remember that as Greek Orthodox Christians
we should all strive to not judge anyone as to their race, religion, sexuality or political view.
We should all remain understanding, open and forgiving to our fellow men and women.
30 “Love

the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:30-32)

Sincerely,

Michael Fakelis
2020 Parish Council President
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ST. HARALAMBOS CHURCH

JULY 2020
JULY
2008
SUN

MON

TUE

WED
1

THU
2

FRI
3

SAT
4

OFFICE CLOSED

5

6

†1 yr. PHANOULA
KREAREAS

KOULARAKIA PREP

12

19

9:00 †4th SUNDAY
OF MATTHEW

9:00 †5th SUNDAY
OF MATTHEW
ORTHROS 9:00 AM
DIVINE LITURGY
10:00 AM

9:00 †FATHERS
OF THE 4th
ECUMENICAL
COUNCIL

26

9:00 †7th SUNDAY
OF MATTHEW

7

8

9

10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

29

30

31

9:00 †ELIAS THE
PROPHET

27

9:00 †ST.
PANTELEIMON

7:00 AM
KOULARAKIA
VOLUNTEER BAKING

5:00 †PARAKLESIS

6:00 GR. VESPERS
†ST. MARKELLA
†MARY MAGDALENE

28

6:00 AM
TSOUREKIA
BAKING

9:00
†ST. MARKELLA
†MARY
MAGDALENE

DEBUTANTES’ BALL

12:00 †BAPTISM

AUGUST 2020
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT
1

†DORMITION
FAST BEGINS

MAY YOU ENJOY A BLESSED, HAPPY SUMMER!
2

9:00 †8th SUNDAY
OF MATTHEW

9

3

6:00 †PARAKLESIS

4

5

6:00 tGREAT
VESPERS HOLY

TRANSFIGURATION

9:00 †HOLY

TRANSFIGURATION

7

8

6:00 †PARAKLESIS

11

12

13

14

15

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

9:00 †9th SUNDAY
OF MATTHEW
†40 Day
EFTICHIA LEMOS

16

9:00 †10th SUNDAY
OF MATTHEW

10

6

6:00 †PARAKLESIS

6:00 †PARAKLESIS

KOINONIA DEADLINE
SEPT. & OCT.

6:00 †GR. VESPERS
DORMITION OF THE
THEOTOKOS

9:00 †DORMITION
OF THE
THEOTOKOS

6:00 CATERING
EVENT KRASSAS

12:00 †BAPTISM
9:00 †11th SUNDAY
OF MATTHEW
9:00 †12th SUNDAY
OF MATTHEW
†1 yr. GUST
COUTRAS
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ST. HARALAMBOS CHURCH

JULY & AUGUST Liturgical Calendar


JULY
JULY 5



SUNDAY



4TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW -  
9:00 am - Orthros 10:00 am - Divine Liturgy

JULY 12



SUNDAY



5TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - 
9:00 am - Orthros 10:00 am - Divine Liturgy

JULY 19

SUNDAY

FATHERS OF THE 4TH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL - 

JULY 20



MONDAY



ELIAS THE PROPHET - 
9:00 am - Orthros followed by the Divine Liturgy

JULY 21

TUESDAY

GREAT VESPERS - ST. MARY MAGDALENE & ST. MARKELLA

5:00 pm - Paraklesis for Fr. George Lavanos
6:00 pm - Great Vespers

JULY 22

WEDNESDAY

ST. MARY MAGDALENE - 
ST. MARKELLA OF CHIOS - 
9:00 am - Orthros followed by the Divine Liturgy \

JULY 26

SUNDAY

ST. PARASKEVI - 7TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW -  

JULY 27

MONDAY

ST. PANTELEIMON
9:00 am - Orthros followed by the Divine Liturgy

AUGUST 2

SUNDAY

8TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - 
9:00 am - Orthros 10:00 am - Divine Liturgy

AUGUST 3

MONDAY

PARAKLESIS - 
6:00 pm

AUGUST 5


WEDNESDAY



HOLY TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD - GREAT VESPERS

6:00 pm - Great Vespers 

AUGUST 6

THURSDAY

TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD - 
9:00 am - Orthros followed by the Divine Liturgy

AUGUST 7

FRIDAY

PARAKLESIS - 
6:00 pm

AUGUST 9

SUNDAY

9TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - 
9:00 am - Orthros 10:00 am - Divine Liturgy

AUGUST 10

MONDAY

PARAKLESIS - 
6:00 pm

AUGUST 12

WEDNESDAY

PARAKLESIS - 
6:00 pm

AUGUST 14


FRIDAY



DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS - GREAT VESPERS

6:00 pm - Great Vespers 

AUGUST 15



SATURDAY



DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS - H 
9:00 am - Orthros followed by the Divine Liturgy

SUNDAY

10TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - 
9:00 am - Orthros 10:00 am - Divine Liturgy

AUGUST 23

SUNDAY

11TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - 
9:00 am - Orthros 10:00 am - Divine Liturgy

AUGUST 30

SUNDAY

12TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - 
9:00 am - Orthros 10:00 am - Divine Liturgy

AUGUST



AUGUST 16


9:00 am - Orthros 10:00 am - Divine Liturgy

9:00 am - Orthros 10:00 am - Divine Liturgy
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The 4th of July and The Holy Bible
By: Mike Shreve
(Mike Shreve is a Patriotic Author. He and his wife, Elizabeth, reside in Cleveland, TN, with their two children.)

One of the most amazing facts about the Founding Fathers is this--the one referred to as
the "voice" of the revolution (John Adams-MA) and the one referred to as the "pen" of the
revolution (Thomas Jefferson-VA) both died on the same day, July 4, 1826, exactly 50 years
from the formation of the United States of America in 1776. Some would call this a mere
"coincidence;" I prefer to call it a "God-incidence," a sign of the Creator's providential care
and divine involvement in the formation of this unique and blessed nation.
It is doubly amazing to see that the number 50 actually represents "liberty" in Biblical
symbolism. Why? Because every 50 years, the Jewish people were commanded to celebrate
a special year called the "Year of Jubilee." This was a year when prisoners were set free, debts
were forgiven and land was restored to its original owners. Great joy reigned over all the land.
Interestingly, a phrase from the section of Scripture describing that recurring event is even
found on one of our most beloved national emblems, the Liberty Bell:
"Proclaim LIBERTY throughout all the land to all the inhabitants thereof." (Lev. 25:10)
We cannot lose sight of this in the face of so much anti-American sentiment and even in the
disappointment we may feel concerning our own government. Yes, there have been abuses of
both political and military power and selfish corporate agendas that have fouled the waters of
our influence among the nations.
The Liberty Bell was actually created in 1753, after two failed attempts. The Liberty Bell was
first ordered as a 50-year memorial of William Penn's extraordinary "Charter of Privileges" in
Pennsylvania.
Immediately after the Declaration of Independence, the newly formed Continental Congress
ordered 20,000 copies of the Holy Bible to be distributed in the colonies. America's leaders
were passionate about the spreading of God's Word.

On this July 4th, let us unite together in prayer that God will heal our land!

8
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LOVE OVERCOMES FEAR
†Fr. Nicholas V. Gamvas

Love overcomes fear is the intent of praying and being one with God.
God encourages his followers to fear not 365 times in the Bible, one for
each day of the year. God's repeated mentioning of the phrase "don't be afraid"
is clear evidence that he didn't want humans' minds clouded by fear. God's
encouragement is especially evident in Psalm 23:4 (NLT), which reads:
"Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for you
are close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me."

God obviously wanted Christians to "get the message" to stop worrying, as there are 365 mentions
of "fear not" in the Bible. When Christians form a healthy relationship with God and understand
His eternal grace and mercy, they will realize that there is no real need for fear. “Do not be afraid.”
That’s right, “do not be afraid”. This doesn’t include variants such as “fear not,” “do not fear,” and
the like.

The Bible isn’t saying, “There is nothing scary so you don’t need to be scared.” Let’s be real… life is
scary. That, however, does NOT mean we need to be scared of it. Secondly, the command “do not
be afraid” more often than not, is followed by an action that God is or will be taking. Here are a few
such examples:
“Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today.”
(Exodus 14:13)
“Do not be afraid of them; the Lord your God himself will fight for you.”
(Deuteronomy 3:22)
“Do not be afraid of them; I have given them into your hand. Not one of them will be able to
withstand you.”
(Joshua 10:8)
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.”
(Luke 12:32)

Another interesting thing is that 10 times “do not be afraid” is followed by “do not be discouraged.”
Have you stopped to consider that being afraid and being discouraged are related? After all, the
opposite of “discouraged” is “encouraged.” And encouraged means to be filled with courage!

Finally, notice that “do not be afraid” is not a suggestion. God doesn’t say, “If you don’t want to
be afraid, that’s an option. Either way. Be afraid or don’t. It’s up to you.” No, it’s a command. He is
giving an instruction on how to approach the circumstance.

With so many frightening situations constantly popping up in our lives, I don’t think it’s any
coincidence that God has given this command so many times throughout scripture. We need to
be reminded time and time again. We need to hear it over and over. We need it pounded into our
hearts and minds. My challenge to all of us is to start believing it. After all, if God is for us, who can
be against us? Amen!

Koinonia July & August 2020
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PASTORAL MESSAGE
PROPHET ELIAS
JULY 20
+ Fr. Nicholas V. Gamvas

One of the greatest Prophets in the Old Testament is the Prophet Elias. He lived
and prophesized, according to the Books of Kings (3 Kings 17:1 – 4 Kings 2:18),
during the days of Ahab (873-854 BC) and Ahaziah (854-853 BC). His zeal for
true faith in the one and only God of Israel led him to resist against the evil queen
Jezebel, who abandoned the true God and ordered the Israelites to worship the
false god Baal (3 Kings 16:29-33).
King Ahab and the wicked Queen Jezebel persecuted the prophets and the priests of God, and many of
them were imprisoned and put to death. God foretold Elias, that Jezebel sought to kill him and he fled into
the desert, at the stream of Chorrath (Cherith), near the river Jordan. God provided that a raven visit and
feed His Prophet bringing him bread in the morning and flesh in the evening (3 Kings l7:2-6). But when
the stream of Chorrath dried, Elias left to Sarepta (Zarephath) of Sidon. There he was welcomed into the
house of a poor widow and through his prayers God blessed the oil and flower jars, so that they will never
be empty. In that period the widow’s only begotten son died and Elias prayed to God of Israel to bring back
the soul of the young man. The miracle took place and the Prophet of God gave the widow her son in full
health (3 Kings 17:7-24).
Elias appeared to King Ahab and challenged the false prophets to prove who is true God, the God of Israel
or Baal (3 Kings 18:16-40). Four hundred and fifty priests of Baal gathered at Mount Carmel (3 Kings
18:22). Elias ordered that two altars should be built and two bulls should be sacrificed. Whichever god
would send flames of fire from heaven and burn the offerings, He is the true God. They all agreed. The
priests of the false god Baal prayed from sunrise to sunset and nothing happened (3 Kings 18:24-28).
When Elias prayed he ordered that the sacrificial bull be placed on the altar and that water be poured
over the altar three times, fire immediately came from heaven and burnt everything (3 Kings 18:36-38).
Nothing was left, even the ground surrounding the altar with the rocks was burnt. After this miracle Elias
order the people to slaughter the false prophets of Baal (3 Kings 18:40). New persecutions followed and
the Prophet of God fled to the mountain of Choreb. There Elias experienced the presence of God as a
voice of thine air (3 Kings 19:11-12). Elias was taken to Heaven on a chariot of fire (4 Kings 2:11), and
gave to his disciple Elisha (Elissaios) his blessings to have twice the portion of God’s Grace which he
himself received (4 Kings 2:9).
Elias is one of the holiest prophets and greatest personalities of the Old Testament. He never left any
writings behind. His zeal to preserve the true faith in God made him well known throughout the centuries
till today.
In the Books of the Prophet Malachi (4:4) and the Wisdom of Sirach (48:1-15) his second coming foretells
that he shall prepare the world of the coming of the Messiah. “And, behold, says the Lord, I will send to
you Elias the Thesbite, before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes; who shall turn again the
heart of the father to the son, and the heart of a man to his neighbor, lest I come and smite the earth
grievously” (Malachi 4:4).
10
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In the New Testament the Prophet Elijah appeared with Moses on Mount Tabor at Christ’s Transfiguration
(Matt. 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36). According to the Book of Revelation, before the Second Coming of Christ, the two Prophets Enoch and Elias will come again and they will prophecy for three and a half
years (Rev. 11:3). “When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will
make war against them, overcome them, and kill them” (Rev. 11:7). After three-and-a-half days the breath
of life from God shall enter them, and they shall come back to life, and great fear shall fall upon those who
killed them. They will ascend into heaven “in a cloud” (Rev. 11:12).
In the New Testament Christ Himself used the Prophet Elias as an example to describe the zeal of St. John,
the Baptist. “He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elias, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children’, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the
Lord” (Luke 1:17). When our Lord was asked by His disciples: “Why then do the scribes say that Elias
must come first?” He replied saying: “Indeed, Elias is coming first and will restore all things. But I say
to you that Elias has come already, and they did not know him but did to him whatever they wished”
(Matt. 17:12). “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to receive it,
he is Elias who is to come” (Matt. 11:13-14).
The Holy Orthodox Church throughout the world celebrates the feast day of the Prophet Elias on July 20.
In his simplicity of heart and love for the true God of his forefathers Elias stood up against evil men of
worldly power who changed the true Faith into falsehood and worshipped Baal. In our days, the Prophet
Elias is still preaching to the people of God repentance.
The Prophet Elias says to us, ‘Turn your hearts to the Lord in purity of the true Faith and do not allow false
teachings to enter into your hearts’. Today, the Prophet of God cries out to us saying, ‘Let no one worship
the false gods of Baal! Let no one bow before idols of the twentieth century. Man turned away from God,
worships as false gods: money, pleasures of the flesh, riches and earthly possessions! Today, the Prophet
Elias cries out to us saying: ‘The Lord God is alive and He will judge His people according to their
deeds. Repent and turn to His Loving kindness and you shall see His wonders’.
More than two thousand and eight hundred (2,800) years have passed from the time that the Prophet
Elias preached and still he is alive in Heaven and his voice is heard within the Church. Let us hear his
voice. Let us turn to God. Let us leave our bad nature behind us. Let us glorify Christ our God through
a virtuous life, and let us cry out: “Truly the Lord is God; he is God” (3 Kings 18:39). Amen.
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Η Αγία Μαρκέλλα κατάγονταν από τη πόλη Βολισσό της Χίου. Η μητέρα της ήταν χριστιανή ενώ ο πατέρας
της ειδωλολάτρης . Από την μητέρα της γαλουχήθηκε τις αρχές και τις αξίες της Χριστιανικής πίστης , τις
οποίες και εφάρμοσε εις το έπακρόν τους. Καθημερινά λάτρευε τον Τριαδικό Θεό με νηστείες , προσευχές
και ελεημοσύνες. Ζούσε όχι για τον εαυτόν της αλλά για τον πλησίον. Καθημερινά θυσίαζε το είναι της για
την Αγάπη του Νυμφίου της Ιησού Χριστού στον οποίο είχε αφιερωθεί. Το σύνολο των αρετών και των
χαρισμάτων της την έκαναν την περιζήτητη νύμφη . Πολλοί νέοι της εποχής ζητούσαν να την μνηστευτούν .
Αυτή όμως πιστή στον εν παρθενία βίο , αρνούνταν σταθερά. Σε μικρή ηλικία χάνει την μητέρα της όταν
αυτή εκδημεί προς την ουράνιο Βασιλεία. Η μικρή όμως Μαρκέλλα με μεγαλύτερο σθένος στρέφει τους
οφθαλμούς της προς τα Άνωθεν και τον Ζωοδότη Νυμφίο της Κυριο Ημών Ιησού Χριστό. Εντατικοποιεί τις
προσπάθειες της στην καλλιέργεια των αρετών και καθίσταται οσιακή μορφή μεγάλου αναστήματος παρά
το νεαρό της ηλικίας της .
Ο μισάνθρωπος διάβολος δεν μπορούσε να ανεχτεί την πύρινη πίστη κατά πράξης της Μαρκέλλας. Δεν
μπορούσε όμως να την ρίξει σε αυτόβουλο αμάρτημα της ώστε να την κατακρημνίσει πνευματικά . Δεν θα
μπορούσε άλλωστε, αφού η Αγία ενεργώντας με το αυτεξούσιο , είχε νεκρώσει την σάρκα και τις επιθυμίες
αυτής . Είχε θωρακιστεί με την πανοπλία της Αγάπης του Κυρίου της την Θείαν Χάρην . Έτσι στράφηκε στο
να χρησιμοποιήσει ως όργανο του τον πατέρα της. Αυτός άλλωστε ήταν πάντα αντίθετος με τον τρόπο ζωής
της κόρης του . Πολλές φορές είχε προσπαθήσει να την μεταπείσει για να αλλάξει στάση . Τώρα όμως είχε
εξοργιστεί . Προσπαθούσε με παντοίο τρόπο να την κάνει να αρνηθεί τον Χριστό . Κανένας από τους
τρόπους του είτε καλός , είτε με απειλές και βία δεν απέδωσε. Η αποφασιστικότητα της Αγίας ήταν
καθοριστική και αμετάκλητη. Τίποτε δεν την έκανε να αλλάξει ή να ανταλλάξει την πίστη της σε Αυτόν. Η
αφόρητη ζωή την έκανε να εγκαταλείψει το πατρικό της σπίτι για να βρει καταφύγιο στο βουνό .
Μέσα στα δάση υμνούσε και δοξολογούσε τον Θεό που την αξίωνε να διωχτεί για το Άγιο όνομα του . Ο
πατέρας της όμως σαν δαιμονισμένος άρχισε να την καταδιώκει κι εκεί. Κατά παράδοση , ο διάβολος τόσο
του είχε θολώσει το νου , που έτρεφε ακόμα και σαρκικούς λογισμούς για την ίδια του την κόρη . Όταν η
διωκόμενη Μαρκέλλα τον αντιλήφθηκε ότι ήταν κοντά της κρύφτηκε σε μια βάτο. Ο πατέρας της , μετά από
την υπόδειξη ενός βοσκού την εντόπισε και για να την αναγκάσει να βγει από την βάτο, της έβαλε φωτιά.
Έτσι η Αγία καταπληγωμένη από τα αγκάθια και εξασθενημένη από τον καπνό και το πυρ έτρεξε προς την
ακροθαλασσιά , στην προσπάθεια της να τον αποφύγει και να σωθεί . Στην προσπάθεια της αυτή ο πατέρας
της τη σημάδεψε με το τόξο ή το όπλο του και την πλήγωσε . Η αγία άρχισε ακατάσχετα να αιμορραγεί και
το αίμα της να βάφει τις πέτρες της ακρογιαλιάς. Συνέχισε όμως να τρέχει , αλλά οι δυνάμεις της την
εγκατέλειπαν και ο διώκτης πατέρας της την πλησίαζε όλο και περισσότερο. Τότε η Αγία προσεύχεται προς
τον Κύριο Ιησού Χριστό προκειμένου να την διαφυλάξει . Και ω του θαύματος ! Η πέτρα στην οποία
ανακάθισε τελειωτικά, άνοιξε και έκρυψε το σώμα της , ως την μέση . Ο πατέρας αφού προσπάθησε να την
βγάλει χωρίς αποτέλεσμα , αφού έκοψε πρώτα τους μαστούς της στην συνέχεια την αποκεφάλισε. Την τίμια
κεφαλήν της την πέταξε στην θάλασσα την οποία στην συνέχεια την συνέλλεξε κατά τρόπο θαυμαστό ,
κάποιο πλοίο και την μετέφερε στην Ρώμη. Έτσι η Αγία Μαρκέλλα έλαβε το στεφάνι του μαρτυρίου για την
πίστη της στον Χριστό . Μαρτύρησε από τον ίδιο της τον πατέρα όπως η αγία Βαρβάρα και τόσες άλλες
αγίες . Χαριτώθηκε από τον Θεό με την θαυματουργία και αναρίθμητα είναι τα θαύματα που καθημερινά
αναφέρονται ειδικά κατά τους έσχατους χρόνους. Από τον βράχο που έκρυψε το σώμα της αναβλύζει
αγίασμα και όταν ιερέας διαβάζει την παράκληση, το νερό της θάλασσας αρχίζει να βράζει, και σταματά
όταν τελειώσει η παράκληση. Αξιοσημείωτης επίσης είναι και η αναφορά ότι στην παραλία που άρχισε να
αιμορραγεί από το πρώτο χτύπημα του πατρός της , η Αγία Μαρκέλλα και σε απόσταση μέχρι τον τόπο του
μαρτυρίου της , οι πέτρες είναι ακόμη και σήμερα ερυθρού χρώματος από το άγιο αίμα της.
Η μνήμη της εορτάζεται 22 Ιουλίου
Απολυτίκιο της Αγίας Μαρκέλλας:
Της άγνείας το ρόδον και της Χίου το βλάστημα, την άγίαν Μαρκέλλαν έν ωδαίς εύφημήσωμεν τμηθείσα γαρ
χειρί τη πατρική, ως φύλαξ εντολών των του Χριστού, ρώσιν νέμει και κινδύνων άπαλλαγήν, τοις προς
αυτήν κραυγάζουσι* δόξα τω δεδοκότι σοι Ίσχύν, δόξα τω σε θαυμαστώσαντι, δόξα τω ένεργούντι δια σου,
πάσιν Ίάματα.
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SAINT MARKELLA
PATRON SAINT OF CHIOS
JULY 22
The holy and glorious Virgin-martyr Markella of Chios is the patron saint of
Chios. Her feast day is celebrated on July 22. Markella was born and lived
in the village of Volissos of Chios and lived during the fourteenth century.
Her mother was a devout Christian but her father, who was mayor of the
village, was an idolater. At a young age, her mother passed away, but
not before she had taught Markella the ways of the Lord. While her father
saw to her education, she continued to live in faith and virtue, dedicating
herself to Jesus Christ. She studied the Holy Bible and spent many hours in
prayer. She practiced the virtues of fasting, love, hospitality and chastity. She avoided idle interactions
so that she would not come to spiritual harm. Her goal was to attain the Kingdom of Heaven, and to
become a bride of Christ.
St. Markella increased in virtue as she grew older, fasting, praying, and attending church services.
She tried to keep the commandments and to lead others to God. She loved and respected her father,
and comforted him in his sorrow. She told him she would take care of him in his old age, and would
not abandon him.
As an adult, St Markella was loved by everyone for her beauty and for her spiritual gifts. Her father,
moved by the evil one began to have sinful desires for Markella. By the time she had reached her
eighteenth birthday, her father's desires had begun to show and so Markella decided to leave from
her father's house in order to preserve her purity. She went to a nearby mountain and hid in a bush.
With the help from a local shepherd, her father found her. He then set fire to the bush to force her to
show. It is said that the shepherd's hand with which he pointed out Markella's hiding spot immediately
began to tremble.
Markella ran to the sea to escape but her father aimed an arrow at her and wounded her. The blood of
the saint dyed the rocks and to this very day, during the festivities for her feast day, at a specific time,
her blood becomes visible on these rocks for all the faithful who bear witness to this miracle.
Her final moments were spent in prayer to Christ with a request that the rocks would open for her to
hide from her father. She was enclosed in the rock, with only her chest and head visible. Upon finding
her, filled with evil frenzy, her father butchered her body and then cut off her head and threw it into the
sea. Her head floated to the nearby beach of Komi.
For many years, the locals could not locate the head until one day an Italian Naval ship was in the area. In the evening, they could see a bright light coming from the distance and when they got closer
they witnessed a head, floating in the water, lit by upright floating candles. Immediately, they realized
that this was a sacred miracle they were witness to and they took the head of the Saint back to their
homeland.
Holy water is said to spring from the rocks that mark her martyrdom. Many pilgrims visit this location
and every year on the 22nd of July, during the commemoration services for the Saint, the holy sea water in the rock pool boils during the entire Paraklesis Service; this phenomenon only occurs in the presence of a priest. If a pilgrim's faith is strong, a local tradition is that the water in the rock-pool will feel
extremely warm to touch.
Koinonia July & August 2020
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Η Μεταμόρφωσις του Κυρίου
+     

Η εορτή της Μεταμορφώσεως του Κυρίου θεωρείται ως μια από τις σημαντικότερες του
εορτολογικού κύκλου των Δεσποτικών εορτών, ιδιαίτερα στην Ορθόδοξη Παράδοση, γιατί έχει μιαν
άμεση αναφορά στην τελείωση και θέωση του ανθρώπου, που είναι και η εσχατολογική προοπτική
της θείας Οικονομίας. Όλα τα γεγονότα της ζωής και δράσης του Ι ησού Χριστού αναφέρονται στη
λύτρωση και τη σωτηρία του κόσμου. Η μεταμόρφωση, όμως, πέρα από τη χριστολογική σημασία
που φανέρωσε σε όλους την επί της γης δόξα του Κυρίου, έχει και μια βαθύτατη ανθρωπολογική
σπουδαιότητα αφού δείχνει προς τον σκοπό της πνευματικής πορείας, που είναι η θέωση και η
δοξοποίηση του καθενός ανθρώπου.
Το ευαγγελικό ανάγνωσμα δεν αφήνει καμιά αμφιβολία για την ιστορικότητα του γεγονότος της
μεταμόρφωσης του Χριστού. Ο Κύριος παραλαμβάνει τρεις από τους μαθητές του, τον Πέτρο, τον
Ιάκωβο και τον Ιωάννη και μεταμορφώνεται «έμπροσθεν αυτών». Η μαρτυρία των τριών είναι
ιδιαίτερα σημαντική. Δεν πρόκειται, επομένως, για θεολογικό μύθο. Βέβαια πρόκειται για μια
πνευματική εμπειρία των τριών μαθητών του Ιησού, όμως η εμπειρία αυτή εδράζεται σε ιστορικό
γεγονός και συνδέεται με εξωτερικά εύληπτα φαινόμενα. Βλέπουν τον Κύριο στην κορυφή του όρους
να λάμπει το πρόσωπο του «ως ο ήλιος» και τα ενδύματα του να γίνονται «λευκά ως το φως».
Παρατηρούν δίπλα στον μεταμορφούμενο Διδάσκαλο να παρίστανται ως «μάρτυρες» του γεγονότος
δύο σημαντικά πρόσωπα της ιουδαϊκής αποκαλυπτικής και της εσχατολογικής παράδοσης του
Ισραηλιτικού λαού, τον Μωυσή και τον Ηλία. Όλα αυτά φανερώνουν ένα είδος θεοφάνειας μέσα στον
μεσσιανολογικό χαρακτήρα του γεγονότος.
Η πατερική ερμηνευτική θεολογία κάνει ενδιαφέρουσες προσεγγίσεις. Ειδικότερα ο Μέγας Βασίλειος
στο έργο του «Εξαήμερος», σχολιάζοντας τα γεγονότα της αρχικής δημιουργίας, ομιλεί σε κάποιο
σημείο για ένα πρωταρχικό «φως» της πρώτης ημέρας. Αυτό το «φως» το αποκαλεί «φως
καθαρότατον », «ειλικρινές» και « άϋλον ».
Ο Χριστός με τη μεταμόρφωση έδειξε στον κόσμο το αληθινό του πρόσωπο και το μυστήριο της
παρουσίας του. Δεν είναι μόνο άνθρωπος, είναι και Θεός. Προσέλαβε την κτισ τή ανθρώπινη φύση.
Όμως στη μεταμόρφωση φάνηκε και η άκτιστη θεία λαμπρότητα και δόξα του. Στον κόσμο μας
παρουσιάσθηκε ως ανθρώπινη και θεία παρουσία. Η προαιώνια θεία φύση του εισέρχεται στον
κόσμο και ενανθρωπίζεται . Το άκτιστο συναντά και προσλαμβάνει τον κτιστό άνθρωπο και τον
θεώνει . Αυτό είναι ένα αρχικό αλλά βαθύτατα ουσιαστικό στοιχείο του γεγονότος της
μεταμόρφωσης.
Το θαύμα επιφέρει την ίαση και τη θεραπεία, στην ουσία όμως είναι γεγονός μεταλλαγής και
μεταμόρφωσης. Το θαύμα είναι η αποκατάσταση στο «κατά φύσιν ». Η υγεία και η αρετή είναι το
κατά φύσιν του ανθρώπου. Η ασθένεια και η αμαρτία είναι το «παρά φύσιν ». Η φθορά και ο
θάνατος είναι έξω από τη φύση της δημιουργίας. Η μεταμόρφωση είναι κατ’ ουσίαν λειτουργία ζωής
και πραγματώνεται διαρκώς στο παρόν και στη ζωή, όπως ακριβώς φανερώθηκε με τη
μεταμόρφωση του Κυρίου στο όρος Θαβώρ.
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PASTORAL MESSAGE
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
AUGUST 6
+ Fr. Nicholas V. Gamvas

On August 6th, we commemorate the event when our Lord’s human nature
was Transfigured by the Holy Spirit, proceeding from Our Heavenly Father,
Whose voice witnessed to His Son’s divine nature. This Feast shows us firstly
that the human and the divine natures of Our Lord Jesus Christ are united in
One Person, secondly that, therefore, there is no unity without the Holy Spirit,
and thirdly that our Savior and Lord, dominates over Life and Death, for prophet Moses, who died, and
prophet Elias, who did not die, both came to worship Him on the Mount Tabor. And every minute detail
of this Ecclesiastical event is, indeed, full of a profound significance. I would like to point out an aspect of
this Feast which is often overlooked: the symbolical meaning of Mount Tabor, the ‘mountain’ where the
Transfiguration occurred.
This Mount Tabor is for us a symbol of our repentance. We note that, like for the disciples, in order for
us to see the transfiguration or to hope to be transfigured ourselves, we will first have to climb up, to
the mount, from our present condition. Otherwise any transfiguration or change for the better in our lives
is impossible. Our transfiguration or salvation is like Mount Tabor: however hard we try, we will not be
guaranteed salvation through a difficult climb today. Salvation takes a lifetime, it is a long climb up a
steep slope. Salvation is a long struggle which requires determination and perseverance, patient and longsuffering. Our spiritual progress is then not sudden and dramatic. And there are many obstacles through
our path in our daily life: to pick up our prayer books in the morning and again in the evening is a struggle,
and there are always hindrances along our path to even: the meals to prepare, traffic to deal with, our
iphones to answer.
Church life is indeed made up of little sacrifices, obstacles to overcome: there are prayers to be said, fasts
to be kept, stewardship to be made, errands to be done, flowers to be bought, the church to be cleaned, a
choir rehearsal to go to, a Church service to be attended, a confession to be prepared for.
We may well ask ourselves what are those little sacrifices that we have made since the Feast of Transfiguration a year ago? How far have we ascended up our own Mount Tabor? How have we changed over this
time? What have we done to lead a better life since then? How have we improved? What have we given to
God that we had not given Him before? It is this we call progress: in what way am I a better Orthodox
Christian than a year ago?
In our faith we are called to struggle daily, whatever the rocks or boulders in our way: whether they are
pride or selfishness, discouragement, envy or judging of others, – we have to struggle to ascend our
personal Mount Tabor, we have to fight for our personal transfiguration. That is why it is so important to
come to Holy Confession and to Holy Communion! If we do not do this, then the Church will move away
from us. For we can both go up and down a slope. We can spiritually progress, but we can also spiritually
regress. We can be transfigured by the love of God, or we can be disfigured by the love of sin. And like progress, regress is not sudden and dramatic, regress, too, is a slope, a slippery slope. Let us, therefore, take
heed and give God what He really wants from us – our hearts and minds and our spiritual progression.
Amen.
Koinonia July & August 20120
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Κοίμηση της Υπεραγίας Παρθένου Μαρίας


Τον καθένα από μας τον βασανίζει το ερώτημα: τι θα γίνει με μας και τι μας περιμένει μετά το
θάνατο; Μία σαφή απάντηση σ' αυτό το ερώτημα μόνοι μας δεν μπορούμε να την βρούμε. Αλλά η
Αγία Γραφή και πρώτα απ' όλα ο λόγος του Κυρίου μας Ιησού Χριστού μας αποκαλύπτουν αυτό το
μυστικό. Μας το αποκαλύπτουν επίσης το απολυτίκιο και το κοντάκιο της μεγάλης αυτής γιορτής της
Κοιμήσεως της Υπεραγίας Θεοτόκου και οι εκκλησιαστικοί ύμνοι που ψάλλονται σ' αυτή τη γιορτή.
Θέλω όλοι σας να καταλάβετε, γιατί ο θάνατος της Υπεραγίας Θεοτόκου και Παρθένου Μαρίας λέγεται
Κοίμησή της. Ο μέγας απόστολος Ιωάννης ο Θεολόγος στο 20ο κεφάλαιο της Αποκαλύψεως μιλάει
για τον πρώτο και το δεύτερο θάνατο. Ο πρώτος μόνο θάνατος, ο οποίος είναι αναπόφευκτος για
όλους τους ανθρώπους, περιμένει και τους αγίους και τους δικαίους. Αλλά ο δεύτερος, ο φοβερός και
αιώνιος θάνατος, περιμένει τους μεγάλους και αμετανόητους αμαρτωλούς, οι οποίοι αρνήθηκαν την
αγάπη και την δικαιοσύνη του Θεού και είναι καταδικασμένοι να βρίσκονται αιωνίως σε κοινωνία με
το διάβολο και τους αγγέλους του.
Στο Ευαγγέλιο του ίδιου μεγάλου αποστόλου και ευαγγελιστού Ιωάννου του Θεολόγου διαβάζουμε τα
λόγια του Χριστού, τα οποία είναι πολύ στενά συνδεδεμένα με όσα γράφει η Αποκάλυψη: «αμήν αμήν
λέγω υμίν ότι ο τον λόγον μου ακούων και πιστεύων τω πέμψαντί με έχει ζωήν αιώνιον και εις κρίσιν
ουκ έρχεται, αλλά μεταβέβηκεν εκ του θανάτου εις την ζωήν» (Ίωάν. 5, 24). Το ακούτε, το
καταλαβαίνετε; Νομίζω ότι ακόμα και θα πρέπει να σας κινήσει την περιέργεια το γεγονός ότι όλοι
όσοι υπακούουν στο λόγο του Χριστού και πιστεύουν στον Ουράνιο Πατέρα του, ο οποίος τον έστειλε,
αμέσως μετά το θάνατο τους θα περάσουν στην αιώνια ζωή. Δεν υπάρχει λόγος να δικαστούν αυτοί
που έχουν ζωντανή πίστη στο Θεό και υπακούουν στις εντολές του.
Και στους μεγάλους δώδεκα αποστόλους είπε ο Κύριος μας Ιησούς Χριστός: «αμήν λέγω υμίν ότι
υμείς οι ακολουθήσαντές μοι, εν τη παλιγγενεσία, όταν καθίση ο Υιός του ανθρώπου επί θρόνου
δόξης αυτού, καθίσεσθε και υμείς επί δώδεκα θρόνους κρίνοντες τας δώδεκα φυλάς του
Ισραήλ» (Ματθ. 19, 28). Δικαστές και κατήγοροι θα είναι κατά την Φοβερά Κρίση του Θεού οι
Απόστολοι του Χριστού και, βεβαίως, είναι τελείως αδύνατο να φανταστούμε να δικάζονται η
Υπεραγία Θεοτόκος και Αειπάρθενος Μαρία, ο Βαπτιστής του Κυρίου Ιωάννης, οι μεγάλοι προφήτες
του Θεού, ο Ηλίας και ο Ενώχ τους οποίους ζωντανούς τους πήρε ο Θεός στον Ουρανό, όλο το
αμέτρητο πλήθος των μαρτύρων του Χριστού, οι δοξασμένοι από τον Θεό άγιοι αρχιερείς και
θαυματουργοί με επί κεφαλής τον άγιο Νικόλαο, αρχιεπίσκοπο Μύρων της Λυκίας. Ή Υπεραγία
Παρθένος Μαρία υπήρξε άχραντος ναός του Σωτήρος και σ' αυτήν κατοίκησε το Άγιο Πνεύμα και από
την αγιότατη μήτρα της έλαβε το ανθρώπινο σώμα ο Υιός του Θεού, ο Οποίος κατέβηκε από τους
Ουρανούς. Γι' αυτό ο σωματικός της θάνατος δεν ήταν θάνατος αλλά Κοίμηση, δηλαδή ένα άμεσο
πέρασμα από τη Βασιλεία του Θεού εντός της στη Βασιλεία των Ουρανών και την αιώνια ζωή.
Προσέξτε: «τάφος και νέκρωσις ουκ εκράτησεν». Σκεπτόμενοι αυτό, ας θυμηθούμε και τι γράφει η
Αγία Γραφή για το θάνατο του μεγαλυτέρου προφήτη της Παλαιάς Διαθήκης, του Μωυσή στο 34
κεφάλαιο του βιβλίου του Δευτερονομίου, ότι πέθανε σύμφωνα με το λόγο του Θεού στο όρος Νεβώ
και τάφηκε στη γη Μωάβ. Ο τάφος του μεγάλου αυτού προφήτη έπρεπε να είναι για πάντα τόπος
προσκυνήματος για όλο το λαό του Ισραήλ. Όμως στη Βίβλο διαβάζουμε, ότι: «ουκ οίδεν ουδείς την
ταφήν αυτού έως της ημέρας ταύτης» (Δευτ. 34, 6). Όμως κατά τη Μεταμόρφωση του Κυρίου στο
όρος Θαβώρ εμφανίστηκε ο Μωυσής στον Κύριο και Δεσπότη του τον Ιησού μαζί με τον προφήτη
Ηλία, ο οποίος αρπάχτηκε ζωντανός στους ουρανούς. Να σκεφτόμαστε, αδελφοί και αδελφές μου,
την μακάρια Κοίμηση της Υπεραγίας Παρθένου Μαρίας και να θυμόμαστε τα λόγια του Κυρίου μας
Ιησού Χριστού: «Αμήν αμήν λέγω υμίν ότι ο τον λόγον μου ακούων και πιστεύων τω πέμψαντί με
έχει ζωήν αιώνιον, και εις κρίσιν ουκ έρχεται, αλλά μεταβέβηκεν εκ του θανάτου εις την
ζωήν» (Ίωάν. 5, 24). Να μάς αξιώσει ο Θεός να γευθούμε και εμείς οι αμαρτωλοί τη μεγάλη αυτή
χαρά, με τη χάρη και τη φιλανθρωπία του Κυρίου μας Ιησού Χριστού, φ η δόξα και το κράτος συν τω
ανάρχω αυτού Πατρί και τω Παναγίω Αυτού Πνεύματι εις τους αιώνας. Αμήν.
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THE FEAST OF THE
FALLING ASLEEP OF THE THEOTOKOS
AUGUST 15
+ Fr. Nicholas V. Gamvas

The main source of the narrative of the feast of the Dormition is based on the oral
and written Tradition of the church, which include: the writings of Saints Dionysios
the Areopagite, John the Damascene and Andrew of Crete; the hymnography
and iconography of the Church, in addition to an apocryphal narrative of the feast
by Saint John the Theologian.
According to the Orthodox Tradition, the Virgin Mary lived after Pentecost in the house of the Apostle John
in Jerusalem. As the Mother of the Lord, she became the source of encouragement and help for the Apostles
and all Christians.
Three days before her death, the Archangel Gabriel appeared to the Virgin Mary and revealed to her the date
of her departure into eternal life. Immediately, the Theotokos returned to her home and prepared herself for
this event through fasting and prayer.
On the day of her repose, even though the apostles were scattered throughout the world, they were miraculously transported to be at her side. Exceptionally, the Apostle Thomas did not arrive on time to bid his final
farewell to the Theotokos.
While the Apostles were singing hymns in honor of the Mother of God, they saw a vision showing Christ,
accompanied by Angels and Saints, coming to escort the soul of His Most Holy Mother into heaven. With
songs of praises, the Apostles carried the body of the most pure Theotokos to the grave in Gethsemane to
be buried near her parents.
At Gethsemane, the disciples gathered and remained around her tomb and kept a vigil for three days. On the
Third day, the Apostle Thomas arrived and asked to view for the last time the Most Holy Mother of God. When
the Apostles opened the grave of the Theotokos, her body was not there. The Apostles realized then that she
was taken into heaven in the body to be reunited with her soul.
The Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos is preceded by a two-week fasting period, which referred to as
the "Dormition Fast." The Dormition Fast starts on August 1 and ends on August 14th. It is considered to be
a very strict fast, even stricter than both the Nativity and the Apostles Fasts.
The hymnography of the feast envisions the Dormition of the Theotokos as an eschatological event that
confirms the destruction of hades and the defeat of death. The Dormition of the Theotokos confirms the reality
of the transformation of death from a fearful enemy into a joyous passage to eternal life. The eschatological
nature of the feast of the Dormition is evident, not only in the hymnography of the feast, but also in the mysterious gathering of the apostles, who gathered to witness how Christ, himself, comes to escort His mother to the
kingdom. They are mysteriously gathered to witness, again, to the truthfulness of resurrection of Christ and his
victory over death.
St. John of Damascus confirms the Paschal nature of the Feast of the Dormition by calling the death of the
Theotokos: "The Deathless Death". He calls it the deathless death because of the fact that death resulted in
her translation into life eternal, into glorification and union with the Lord. "O how does the source of life pass
through death to life? She dies according to the flesh, destroys death by death, and through corruption
gains incorruption, and makes her death the source of resurrection." (St. John of Damascus)
The Dormition of the Theotokos is a confirmation of the resurrection of Christ and a source of hope for the
faithful in the promise of their personal resurrection, their personal Pascha. The death of the Theotokos and
her translation into heaven confirms the divine promise of Christ to His faithful children that they will enjoy life
eternal in everlasting communion with God.
Koinonia July & August 2020
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CANTON GREEKFEST 2020 DRIVE THRU
June 4, 5 & 6, 2020 | July 16, 17 & 18, 2020
August 27, 28 & 29, 2020
PARISHIONER SPONSORSHIP FORM
CONTACT NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL:

_______________________________________

PHONE NUMBER: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE USE THE FOLLOWING NAME(S) TO BE LISTED ON PARISHIONER LIST OF SPONSORS
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DONATION LEVELS:
_______ $300 Featured at all three drive thru events
_______ $200 Featured at two drive thru events --- Circle which two events you would like to be
featured at: June 4, 5 & 6, 2020

July 16, 17 & 18, 2020

August 27, 28 & 29, 2020

_______ $100 Featured at one drive thru event --- Circle which one event you would like to be featured
at:

June 4, 5 & 6, 2020

July 16, 17 & 18, 2020

August 27, 28 & 29, 2020

PAYMENT OPTIONS:
➢ Call the Church Office (330) 454-7278 to complete your sponsorship over the phone.
Visa, MasterCard & Discover accepted
➢ Complete your form and mail in your payment:
St Haralambos Greek Orthodox Church
c/o Canton Greek Fest Drive Thru
251 25th Street, NW
Canton, Ohio 44709
Thank you for your participation & donation!

Koinonia July & August 2020
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St. Haralambos Greek Orthodox Church | 251 25th Street, NW | Canton, Ohio 44709 | (330) 454‑7278
info@cantongreekfest.com

Drive Thru Only Food Festivals
June 4, 5 & 6 & July 16, 17 & 18 & August 27, 28 & 29, 2020
2020 Event Sponsorship Contract
Acropolis

•
•
•
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Aegean Sea

$2,500

Athens

$1,000

Philhellene

$ 500

•
•
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$5,000
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Your Contact Information
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ǣ



ǣ
ǣ

ǣ
ȗȗȗǦ̷ Ǥ ȗȗȗ
Total Enclosed: $________________________

Make checks payable to: St. Haralambos Greek Orthodox Church

Mail Payment and Completed Form to:

St. Haralambos Greek Orthodox Church
c/o 2020 Canton Greek Fest
251 25th Street, NW
̱donation receipt upon request~
Canton, Ohio 44709








ST. HARALAMBOS CHURCH

COMMUNITY NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS & BEST WISHES TO ALL!

May your lives be filled with an abundance of God’s blessings!
BIRTHS
THEKLA EPHRAIMIA PANOPOULOS, was born on March 18.
Proud parents are Phillip & Heather Panopoulos, and
grandparents Chris & Melissa Panopoulos.
EVELINA FRANCESCA PANTELIDES, was born on June 22.
Proud parents are Eleni & Peter Pantelides, grandparents
Tasso & Beth Lambos, and George & Frances Pantelides.
IRENE PARASKEVI KALAITSIDES, was born on June 24.
Proud parents are Jordan & Maria Kalaitsides, grandparents
Costas & Eleni Paxos, and Irene & the late Jordan Kalaitsides.
BAPTISMS
MALLORY RAYE HENDERSHOT, was baptized on March 7.
She is the fiancé of Matthew Machamer, (son of Stephanie
& John Machamer, and grandson of the late Niove Fasoulas.)
Mallory's Godmother is Paula G. Papadopulos.
NICOLETTE PARIS NIRO, was baptized on March 14.
Nicolette’s Godfather is Bill Poulos III.
She is the daughter of Peter & Angela (Apostolou) Niro.
DEATHS & UPCOMING MEMORIALS

Our deepest condolences to the following families.
May their loving memory be eternal.
SUSAN BRITTAIN, fell asleep, June 10
Mother of Lisa (David) Hallaman
DEMETRIOS KAZES, fell asleep, June 17
EFTICHIA LEMOS, fell asleep, June 29
PHANOULA KREAREAS, 1 yr Trisagion, July 5
EFTICHIA LEMOS, 40 day Memorial, August 9
GUST GOUTRAS, 1 yr. Memorial, August 30
METROPOLIS OF PITTSBURGH
The Clergy Syndesmos of the Parishes of the Metropolis of
Pittsburgh are offering Paraklesis Services during the end of
June and through the month of July for the health and wellness
of Fr. George Livanos, Proistamenos of All Saints Greek
Orthodox Church in Canonsburg, PA. Saint Haralambos will
hold one of these Paraklesis Services on Tuesday, July 21,
at 5:00 pm. Perastika tou.
DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE DEBUTANTES’ BALL
Saturday, July 25, 7:00-9:30 pm, Krassas Event Center
Everyone is invited! Per the Metropolis of Pittsburgh and
the State of Ohio, we are following the guidelines and
recommending masks to be worn, and following safe distancing.
Tickets: Georgia Paxos 330-933-7596, Kathy Koufos 330-704-5599.
ST. HARALAMBOS ICON, GIFT & BOOKSTORE
We are most happy to help you!
Hours are by appointment only, please call:
Helen Meder, 330-494-2411 or Sophie Usner, 330-493-1314.
Koinonia July & August 2020

CONGRATULATIONS DOCTORS!
DR. ALEXANDER CHRIST, has completed 40 years
as Director of our Saint Haralambos Church Choir!
Many Years! Axios!
DR. ALEXANDRA BOURLAS, has been voted “Intern
of the Year” at the Bronx Hospital in New York City
where she interns. Axia! She is the daughter of
Alex & Maria Bourlas.
CONGRATULATIONS OFFICERS!
We are so very blessed to have both of you
protecting our communities! May God grace you with
His Guided Hands and protect both of you in your
new careers!
MATTHEW MACHAMER, was recently sworn into
the Canton City Police Department. Matthew is the
son of John & Stephanie Machamer.
NICHOLAS KAKOULES, is with the North Canton
City Police Department. Nicholas is the son of
Michael & Haritina Kakoules.
ST. HARALAMBOS PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY
To Our St. Haralambos Graduates “Class of 2020!”
Taking a few comments from National Philoptochos,
and our St. Haralambos Philoptochos, we would like
to add our congratulations.
You did it! You satisfied all the requirement, passed
all those test, read all the books, and just as you
were about to graduate, the world threw you a virus
that no one could have anticipated. Still you raced
passed the finish line. Enjoy this moment and relish
the praise, you’ve earned it.
Now, you are looking toward your future footsteps, by
strength and centered by your faith, comforted by the
love of your family, and guided always by the desire
to make the world a better place. You’ll make all of us
proud – over and over again.
On behalf of St. Haralambos Philoptochos,
CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!
Closer to September, we may have a Board Meeting
on Tuesday, September 8 at 5:30 pm and a
General Meeting at 6:00 pm at church (room will
be determined) to go over 2021 Budget and future
projects and events. Of course, the virus will
determine what we will be able to accomplish.
hanks for your support.
Mary Trifelos, President
ST. HARALAMBOS HELLENIC DANCERS
We are thinking of everyone during this time.
Stay healthy and we hope to see everyone soon!
Enjoy your Summer!
Love, Eleni Paxos, Director,
Joanna Volas, Assistant Director, and
Maria Paxos Kalaitsides, Assistant Director
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Ask Father Nick
Q: How do you personally feel about Holy Communion and please don’t share any
letters or statements that we’ve all been bombarded with in the Greek News. ~ TJV
A: The answer for me is very simple:
Holy Communion is one of the 7 Holy Sacraments and Divine Mysteries of the Holy
Church. Holy Communion is the actual Body and Blood of Christ. How does this
happen? It’s called a Mystery. The prayer of the Anaphora ends with the epiclesis
("calling down from on high") during which the priest invokes the Holy Spirit to come
and "change" the Gifts (elements of bread and wine) into the actual Body and Blood
of Christ. And we approach, “with fear of God with faith and with love draw near”.

Q. I had many requests for confession to be held over the phone or through other
remote methods. Why must confession be held in person? ~ Anonymous
A. Canon law does not allow for valid confessions to be heard in any forum other
than physically in person, involving the priest and penitent. It is was not deemed
safe to administer the Sacrament during the stuttering of the health crisis. However
with the Yellow and Green Phases the Sacrament of Confession is available in
Church and has been taking place currently with social distancing and face masks.
Please call for an appointment.

Q: Can the Government close churches? ~ Anonymous
A: Legal experts said the answer is almost certainly yes, as long as regulations
are reasonable and applied equally across all religious groups and other types of
organizations. Policies don’t violate religious freedom laws if they’re created in order
to save people’s lives, said Michael Moreland, director of the Ellen H. McCullen
Center for Law, Religion and Public Policy at Villanova University.

Q: Why are the Sacraments in the Orthodox Church called Mysteries? ~ BP
A: The Holy 7 Sacraments are also known as the Divine Mysteries in the Orthodox Church.
The Holy Spirit works through the Holy Sacraments. The Holy Sacraments are personal —
they are the means whereby God’s grace is appropriated to each individual Orthodox
Christian. In Holy Sacraments, the priest mentions the Orthodox Christian’s name of each
person as he administers the Holy Sacrament. The term sacrament is derived from the
Latin (Sacramentum), meaning "a consecrated thing or act," i.e., "something holy,"
"to consecrate;" which itself was a Church Latin translation of the Greek (Mysterion),
meaning "mystery."
22
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Ask Father Nick
Q: I’m a High School student and I grew up in Canton City Schools. Both of my parents are Greek American.
I remember my great grandparents talking about racial and ethnic issues against them when they first
immigrated to America from Greece. I grew up with parents and siblings in Canton City Schools as not
seeing color or ethnicity in people. Why do we still have racism and ethnic issues today?
Your thoughts please. ~ Anonymous
A: This is a very good question and a very tough one to answer. And we know that humanity has been
battling against this injustice since almost the beginning of time.
There has always been Good vs. evil and Love vs. hate.
There are many reasons why people can have racist attitudes. We often put labels on people. There are
no reasons or excuses for racism or ethnic discrimination or any form of discrimination. It’s just wrong.
We take on the views of people around us. A lot of our attitudes are shaped when we’re young. When our
family members or friends express racist opinions, it’s common that we will take on those views ourselves.
One of the greatest commandments Jesus gave his disciples was to love one another. It is by our love that
the world will know that we are truly disciples of Christ (John 13:34-35).
Likewise, Jesus condemned our hatred of and anger with one another. He equated it to the physical murder
of the individual (Matthew 5:21-26). Jesus’ ministry was one of reconciliation. When we hate someone, we
create a barrier to the very purpose of His ministry.
However, the battle still rages. And we all know people on all sides, some of them of who are our very good
friends, and even some of our own family members who are racist and promote hatred and prejudice. Is it
right? NO.
“No one is born hating another person because of the color of his skin, or his background, or his religion.
People must learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for love comes more
naturally to the human heart than its opposite.” (Nelson Mandela)
And the only solution is peace and Jesus’ command to us: In the commandment
Jesus told the disciples:
"Love one another; as I have loved you". ... This is my commandment,
that ye love one another, even as I have loved you.
(John 15:12)
And let’s not forget:
“And the Lord said, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least
of
these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me.”
(Matthew 25:40)
In the Final Judgement, to God:

“All Souls Matter”

“All humans are created in the image and likeness of God.”
(Genesis 1:26-27)
Koinonia July & August 2020
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eacon Keric’s Corner
REV. DEACON KERIC SHIEPIS, D.C.

A PERSPECTIVE ON THE DIVINE LITURGY
The heart of all the services of the Orthodox Church is the Divine Liturgy. During the Middle Ages, the
Divine Liturgy came to be understood in a symbolic sense; that is, it was believed to represent the Life of Christ.
For instance, the Preparation of the bread and wine offered at the Table of Oblation during the Proskomede
Service by the priest was seen to represent the birth of Jesus. The Entrance with the Gospel symbolized the
beginning of the public ministry of Christ. The Entrance with the Gifts, or the Great Entrance, represented Palm
Sunday… and so forth.
However interesting and inspiring this to the Liturgy may be for some, it has unfortunately obscured the real
purpose for which the Divine Liturgy exists and the real value it has for mankind today. This symbolical approach
to the Liturgy has turned into a “medieval passion play” with the church as a theatre and the priest and the deacon
as divine actors in a drama which the congregation attends only as spectators or as an audience present to be
entertained, or in some people’s minds “I fulfilled my obligation and attended church on Sunday’s”. But then, isn’t
this tradition?
The Lord made it very clear that He want’s to be worshiped in Spirit and Truth. We only have to read the
Old Testament when Moses received the instructions not only on how to construct the Tabernacle and all of the
objects used in the worship of The Lord but also on how and when to perform the Divine Services. The Lord left
nothing up to Moses’ own inventions. The same is true for us today. The Lord wants to be worshiped in a very
specific way. He does not leave it up to us to determine how and when we choose to worship Him. We have free
will to worship Him, He does not want to “make us” have to worship Him, He wants us to WANT to worship Him.
If our Orthodox Theology teaches us that the Church is the closest place on earth that we can be to heaven and
when we celebrate the Divine Liturgy it is considered the “Eighth Day” the eternal day, then what reason could
we possibly have to not attend and participate/celebrate the entire Liturgy at a minimum of 1 X per week?
If in my heart I really want to spend eternity with the blessed Trinity, can’t I find a couple of hours during
the week to actively participate in the Liturgy? The First Epistle of Saint Paul to the Corinthians holds the
answer for us. St. Paul writes: “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night that He was betrayed took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, ‘This is
My Body which is broken for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.’ In the same way the cup, after the supper,
saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My Blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ For as
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.” (1 Cor. 11:23-26).
In accordance with these verses from Scripture, the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great contains these words as
a COMMAND of the Lord: “Do this in remembrance of Me! For as often as you eat this Bread and drink this
Cup, you proclaim My Death and confess My Resurrection!” Remembrance is far more than thinking back about
something; it is PARTICIPATION in it. In the Eucharist we participate in Christ’s human nature, His body and
His blood. We proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes for we presently celebrate the Eucharist in Christ’s
invisible presence, though one day we will feast with Him face-to face in His Kingdom.
The emphasis in the two passages above is “DO THIS and NOT stand and watch it being done for you. These
words, the eating and the drinking, are not addressed to the clergy alone, but to the whole Church, the community
of believers, to priests and people together. The force of these words applies equally to everyone who makes up
the body of Christ from the Patriarch to the newly baptized infant.
All the faithful of every parish are called upon by these words to gather at the Divine Liturgy as a community
of a pastor and parishioners together. The Liturgy is offered “in behalf of all and for all,” not for a select few.
We are called together at the Liturgy by Our Lord Jesus Christ to receive a share of His Divinity. For it is He
who tells us, “ My Flesh is real food and My Blood is real drink,” to refresh our weak humanity, that by sharing
that Body and Blood together as a parish community we may together bear witness to His love for us and in His
Resurrection from the dead.
HOLY COMMUNION IS THE MOST POWERFUL “SPIRITUAL / PHYSICAL MEDICINE” ON THE FACE OF
THE EARTH. IT IS NOT SUBJECT TO ANY VIRUS OR DISEASE THAT THIS FALLEN WORLD HAS TO
OFFER. “WITH THE FEAR OF GOD, WITH FAITH AND WITH LOVE DRAW NEAR!”
Myself along with my family Diakonisa Melissa, Kerissa & Costandinos
wish everyone a blessed summer season-enjoy the weather.
Koinonia July & August 2020
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RAFFLE DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED SOON
330-685-7827
Tickets may also be purchased online: www.ahepa59.org

All proceeds benefit Holy Trinity Church, St. Haralambos Church, and AHEPA Charities.
(AHEPA is a non-profit philanthropic organization)
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SAINT HARALAMBOS CHURCH

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Our Sunday School year came to an abrupt end in March due to the Coronavirus pandemic. The last Sunday of
instruction was March 8, 2020, Sunday of Orthodoxy. Classes were then suspended for the remainder of the year.
To say we were all shocked, blind sighted and caught completely off guard is truly an understatement!
I believe I can speak for our entire Sunday School staff when I say how sad we all are that we had no opportunity
to give hugs and wish each other well prior to the quarantine. It is another valuable lesson to not take anything
for granted in our lives. The most important thing, however, is that everyone stay safe and well during this
challenging, trying, unprecedented time of isolation and uncertainty.
Please visit the newly updated Saint Haralambos website and click on the Sunday School tab to see several of the
pictures taken of the students from the Icon Procession the last Sunday we were in session. Our thanks to Kathy
Hardesty for taking and submitting the photos of our cherished children.
Three high school students were enrolled and successfully completed the Sunday School Program through their
senior year to achieve graduation status. They are Lauren Ergazos, Alex Regas and Anna Spilios. We congratulate
and wish them all God’s abundant blessings for much success as they move on to a new chapter in their lives.
May our Lord be with them always!
In May we notified parents of the Sunday School graduating seniors about their child’s eligibility to apply for our
annual Laura Anne Dieringer Memorial Scholarship. We are pleased to announce Alex Regas is the recipient
of this year’s $500 scholarship. Alex will continue his education in August at The Ohio State University to study
Political Science and Education. One criteria for the scholarship is to write an essay how the applicant has
grown in his/her Orthodox Faith through Sunday School attendance and what has been the most meaningful and
rewarding personal experience. Alex’s essay is below. Please take a few moments to read it. Congratulations,
Alex, and our warmest wishes for continued success at the college level!
We wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to Mr. John Tsangeos for collaborating with us and so generously contributing to our scholarship in loving memory of his precious granddaughter, Laura Anne, which enables us to increase
it to $500 annually. We are truly honored to accept his annual gift with much humility and in loving remembrance
of our beloved littlest angel, Laura. May her beautiful memory be eternal!!
From our Sunday School family to yours, we wish you a safe, restful summer. Miss you all so much! Please take
care, stay healthy, well and God bless us all!
Respectfully in His Name,
Mary Griveas
Laura Anne Dieringer Memorial Scholarship
I believe that Sunday School has been incredibly important for me as it has helped me grow my faith tremendously the
past several years. Growing up in a Greek Orthodox Church is not easy when you hardly know any Greek and cannot
fully understand the service while sitting in the pews. I’d be lying to say that I love going into the pews and listening
to a service I can hardly understand and I worry that my faith would have slipped had Sunday School not existed. My
experience in Sunday School has helped me become the Christian I am today. The countless lessons I’ve learned, the
relationships I’ve made, and the aspect of being in the presence of God created an atmosphere that allowed me to enjoy
going to Church each Sunday. Every teacher has proven to be incredibly kind and the whole program is run very well.
I believe that my best experience through Sunday School would be the friendships I’ve made. I would have never joined
Goya had I not had such great people in my Sunday School classes encouraging me to join.
Thank you,
Alex Regas
Koinonia July & August 2020
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CONGRATULATIONS 2020 GRADUATES!
ANNA SOPHIA DARRAH
Anna graduated from Jackson High School. She will be attending
Ohio Dominican University (in Columbus) for a degree in Special
Education; she will also be playing softball for the school.
Anna is the daughter of Ron A. and Janet Darrah, and
granddaughter of Ron R. and Katie Darrah.

LAUREN EILEEN ERGAZOS
Lauren graduated from Hoover High School. She will be
attending The Ohio State University: majoring in Biology
Pre-Med. Lauren is the daughter of John and Marla Ergazos,
and granddaughter of the late John Sr. and Margaret Ergazos.

LILY PEARL LANGOS
Lily graduated from Marlborough School in Los Angeles.
She will be attending Tufts University in Boston into their
Dual degree program BFA in Photography.
Lily is the daughter of Mark and Char Langos, and the
granddaughter of Jim, and the late Romalue Langos.

DEREK MANOS
Derek graduated from Hoover High School.
He will be attending the University of Mount Union to
pursue a bachelors degree in Electrical Engineering.
Derek is the son of Chris and Tiffany Manos, and
grandson of Mary and the late, John G. Manos.

JACOB VAGOTIS SHANKEL
Jacob graduated from Archbishop Hoban High School.
He will be attending the University of Dayton,
College of Engineering. Jacob is the son of
Angela Vagotis and the late, Steven D. Shankel,
and grandson of the late Angelo and Esther Vagotis.

ALEXANDER REGAS

Alex graduated from Jackson High School.
He will be attending The Ohio State University and
majoring in Political Science and Education with the plan to
eventually teach. Alex is the son of John and Sharon Regas
and grandson of Sam and Patricia Regas.
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CONGRATULATIONS 2020 GRADUATES!
ANNA KATHERINE BEI SPILIOS
Anna graduated from GlenOak High School.
Due to COVID-19, she will be taking a gap year.
Anna is the daughter of Rebecca Spilios and the
granddaughter of the late Frank and Katherine Spilios.

DANIEL STEVEN TRIFELOS
Daniel graduated from Strasburg High School. He will be
attending Kent State University Tuscarawas branch to study
Business. Daniel is the son of Steve and Sheila Trifelos,
and grandson of Dan and Carol Trifelos.

SAVVAS BOURNELIS
Savvas Bournelis graduated from Hellenic College with
a BA in Religious Studies. He will continue on at Holy
Cross for his graduate degree in Theology. He is the
son of Peter and Marcia Bournelis, and grandson
of the late Pete and Roneo Apostalides.
ELAINA CHRISTINE TSARWHAS
Elaina graduated from the University of Wisconsin with a BS
in Interior Architecture. She works for NorthWorks Architecture,
Chicago, IL She is the daughter of Dean and Amy Tsarwhas of
Chicago, the granddaughter of Helen, and the late George Tsarwhas .

MICHAEL D. PIROVOLOS
Michael graduated Cum Laude from The Ohio State
University’s Fisher College of Business with a Major in Business
Administration and a specialization in Logistics Management and
a Minor in Modern Greek. He is employed at Coyote Logistics in
Columbus, Ohio. Michael is the son of Gus and Tula Pirovolos,
and the late Steve and Anna Pirovolos.
Koinonia July & August 2020

EMILY MORGAN DIDONATO
Emily graduated from Kent State University with a
BS in Engineering Technology. She is the daughter
of Jason and Dina DiDonato, and
granddaughter of Nick and Eros Ramphos (in photo).
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THE ROAD AHEAD

GREEN PHASE

CHANGES IN THIS PHASE
How your church experience will be adjusted in the “Green Phase.”

1
2
3
4
5
6

GREATER ATTENDANCE LEVELS
State and local regulations on gatherings continue to affect how many people can
attend a service, but in the “Green Phase” many areas are allowing larger gatherings.
In most cases, this may allow churches to expand attendance up to 50% capacity.

WELCOME BACK, BELOVED SENIORS
The “Yellow Phase” restriction of seniors 65 or older is lifted, so faithful of all ages
may attend again. However all groups of risk concern (age, health, etc.) should
consult with their health care professional to address any questions about attending.
And, as before, anyone with existing COVID illness, symptoms or contact must refrain
from attending.

CONTINUED PHYSICAL DISTANCING AND MASKS
Your parish will designate seating areas that abide by physical distancing guidelines,
which may include blocking off certain rows of seats. Families and groups who travel
together to services may sit together, but physical distance will need to be maintained
between groups within rows. Face masks are still required when attending services.

HOLY COMMUNION
As stated by the Ecumenical Patriarchate, “The Mother Church of Constantinople
knows empirically from its two-thousand-year existence that Holy Communion is ‘the
antidote to mortality’ and remains firm in its Orthodox teaching regarding the Holy
Eucharist.” As such, parishes are free to return to their customary parish practice of
customary method of distributing and receiving the Holy Gifts.

COFFEE HOUR AND MEETINGS MAY RESUME WITH SPACING
Parishes are free to choose to resume coffee hours as long as physical distance
requirements are observed. Local guidelines regarding foodservice must be respected.
Meetings are encouraged to be held online, but they may be held in person as long as
they maintain physical distance guidelines.

MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AS A FOUNDATION
His Eminence Metropolitan Savas continues to pray for and work with his clergy and
communities for the salvation of the souls and well-being of the bodies of all our
faithful. As we resume our community worship within the modified guidelines, all are
asked to respect the choices of others as we “bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill
the law of Christ” (Galations 6.2).

THE ROAD AHEAD

GREEN PHASE

WORSHIP GUIDELINES
Important adjustments to worship services as we
move from “Yellow” to “Green” phase
PLEASE CONTINUE TO ATTEND YOUR HOME PARISH
The faithful should continue to attend their own home parish for regular services. Visits to other parishes
should be limited to those necessary for memorials and sacraments for the time being.

WHO MAY NOT ATTEND
As before, those with any signs or symptoms of any acute illness (whether it is COVID or not) MUST stay
home, as should those who have come into contact with COVID-positive persons within the last 2 weeks.
The age restriction for seniors has been removed, so people of all ages are able to attend. All groups of
risk concern (age, health, etc.) should consult with their health care professional before attending.

INCREASED CAPACITY WITH CONTINUED PHYSICAL DISTANCING
Worship services may resume with up to 50 percent of capacity in any single gathering space as long as
physical distancing is still observed. Each parish is asked to develop a system of rotating attendance if
needed to accommodate all those who wish to participate.

DONATIONS TO BE OFFERED ON ENTRY, EXIT OR ONLINE ONLY. NO TRAYS.
To minimize the handling and exchanging of currency in the church, please consider either making your
offerings to your church upon entry or exit from services, or through electronic giving.

MASKS REQUIRED
All attendees are required to wear protective face masks. Exceptions are allowed for those with valid
medical exceptions, special needs and for children age 10 and under. (Children over 2 and under 10
encouraged but not required.) If you do not have a mask one will be provided.

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
Our Orthodox Christian faith and worship remain unchanged at their core, including our teaching on
the sanctity of the the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ “for the remission of sins and life eternal.” Parishes
may, therefore, return to their customary method of receiving the Holy Gifts. Those who are prepared to
receive must remove their mask prior to approaching the chalice. After receiving Holy Communion but
before replacing the mask they should proceed to the Antidoron tray to consume a piece of bread to
ensure the Holy Gifts are not expelled on to the mask.

VENERATION OF ICONS AND SACRED OBJECTS
The faithful may return to their customary practice of venerating icons and sacred objects, or may
continue to reverence them by bowing, depending on their comfort level. We are all asked to respect
one another’s choices and refrain from judging the practices of others in a spirit of love.

JULY BIRTHDAYS
1
Christina Covert
2
Alexis Kramer
Kerissa Shiepis
Phaidra Sotiropoulos
John Stamaelopoulos
3
William J. Manos
4
Justin Brown
Christopher Cotopolis
Michelle Tsenekos
6
John Capocci
7
George Demis
Anna Kosmides
8
Thabita Kaberidis
Aliki Kantzos
9
Maria Calandros
Francine Nichols
Christopher Kreareas
Matthew Prendes
Tim Stapleton
10
Dena Bahas
Nicholas Hallaman
12
Randa Farah
13
Theodore Morakis
Dean Stamaton
Christina Vretas
14
Sandy Bozeka
Constantin Farah
Sophia Kosmides
Nicholas Lambrou
James Vutetakis
16
Elizabeth Conrad
Sophia Kreareas
17
Lora Goutras
18

Anthony Benjamin
Eva Kandis
Carol Siminges
Stephanie Withers
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19
Marcello Frustaci
Nicholas Tsenekos

1
John Machamer
Luke Morgan

20
Greyson Geniatakis
Sophia Klide
Matthew Machamer
Peter Papadopulos
Takis Tzouloufis

2
Steve Diamant
Irene Karavas
Maria Kramer

22
Dimitra Koehler
Stella Paparizos
Annette Pappas
Konstantinos Polychronis
23
Dean Christ
Stephanie Kovach
Brittany Paxos
Effie Vallos
24
Kathleen Giavasis
Costa Mastros
25
Lula Contos
Collin Wise
26
Lisa Ferencz
Frank Hill
John Loukas
Christina Polychronis
Cleo Vlahos
27
Vicky Sakellariou
Dan Trifelos
28
Jordan Dolph
Stephanie Sakel
29
Denise Armatas
Patrick Ryan
George Shiepis
Maria Smith
Barbara Sotiropoulos
30
Joanne Nicholas
31
Gary Guist
Panagiotis Kouris
Marietta Kragalott
Linda Paxos
George Tzouloufis












!
M
A
N
Y
Y
E
A
R
S
!

3
Nikki Abel
Ross DeAngelis
Barbara Kazakis
Theodora Stavrakis
4
Nick Karalis
5
James Cotopolis
Eleni Manos
Danielle Vallos
Carolyn Varlamos
6
Suzanne Bourlas
Brian Conklin
Matthew Falasco
Shari Shiepis
7
Georganne Benjamin
Efsevia Kandis
Bill Poulos Jr.
8
Marcia Kaplanis
Sophia Paxos
Elias Politis
Panagiota Tzouloufis
9
Tyler Conklin
Cynthia Loukas
Stella Vallos
10
Anthony Morgan
Nicholas Regas
11
Chris Kramer
Anthony Rispinto
Allison Sarris
David Sirgo
12
Amanda Griveas
James Langos
Joseph Orlando
Stephen Pirovolos
Evangelia Theodosiou
13
Cynthia Fastrich
Tasos Kalantzis
Patricia Yelichek
14
Matthew Carona
Nicole DeAngelis

15
Lambros P. Paxos
16
Milan Kragalott
Sophia Orphan
17
Sophia Effantis
Juliana Kreareas
Matthew Maurice
John Sakellariou
Tina Wey
18

Tiffany Manolakis
Evelyn Oakley
19
Erin Foradis
Anna Spilios
20
Andrew Apostalides
Marissa DiGiacomo
Pamela Gaitanos
Peter Manuselis
Sophie Usner
21
Philip Giavasis
Leah Michalos
Mary Sue Spilios
22
Louis Eustathios
Roula Kallos
Malaina Paradis
23
Peggy Hatzakis
24
Jimmy Arrigo
Linda Millis
25
Elaina Norris
26
John Poulos
Peggy Semedo
27
John Kellamis
Constance Ray
Nancy Xides
29
Xenia Diaz Cedillo
Mary Feltz
Earl Ingold
31
Lauren Armatas
Brian Norris
Zoe Stilianos
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MISSED PARISHIONERS
Below is a list of some of our members of our church family who are not able to attend church.
Thoughtful visits and cards are always welcome!
If you know of someone who would like to be on this list, please notify the church office.
Thank you and may God bless all of you!
ALTERCARE OF HARTVILLE
1420 Smith Kramer Rd..
Hartville, OH 44632
330-877-2666
MARY ROULA KALLOS

THE DANBURY OF NORTH CANTON
181 Applegrove St. N.E.
No. Canton, OH 44718
330-497-8718
CHRISTOS CHRIST

THE LAURELS OF MASSILLON
2000 Sherman Cir. N.E.
Massillon, OH 44646
330-830-9988
GEORGE MAVROS

BETHANY NURSING HOME
626 - 34th St. N.W.
Canton, OH 44709
330-492-7171
JOHN TSANGEOS

THE INN AT BELDEN VILLAGE
3927 38th St. N.W.
Canton, OH 44718
330-493-0096
DIANE FORADAS
HARRIET MARINOS

ST. LUKE LUTHERAN COMMUNITY
220 Applegrove St. N.E.
No. Canton, OH 44720
330-499-8341
DONNA BOZEKA
ADAM SOUSARIS
HARRIET TRIKILAS

CANTON CHRISTIAN HOME
2550 Cleveland Ave. N.W.
Canton, OH 44709
330-456-0004
SYLVIA MAVRAKIS
CANTON REGENCY
4515 - 22nd St. N.W.
Canton, OH 44708
ANGELO BOZEKAS

330-477-7664

THE LANDING OF CANTON
4550 Hills and Dales Rd. N.W.
Canton, OH 44708
330-477-5277
IRENE GIANAKIS

OUT OF TOWN
3169 Alum Trail Place
Lewis Center, OH 43035
ANN SIMATACOLOS

St. Haralambos
Greek Orthodox Church
251 - 25th Street N.W.
Canton, OH 44709
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Welcome!
THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS
(Virgin Mary)

AUGUST 15
THE ICON
THE THEOTOKOS (Virgin Mary)
Depicted upon her funeral bier.
CHRIST
Standing behind the Theotokos is her Son,
Who has come to receive His Mother’s soul
into heaven; He holds in His left arm an infant
in white, symbolizing the soul of the
Theotokos, Christ also is robed in white
and appears in an aureole depicting
the Light of His Divinity.
THE APOSTLES
On either side of the bier stand the Apostles;
the group on the left is led by Saint Peter
who stands at the head of the bier; the group
on the right is led by Saint Paul who stands
at the foot of the bier.
ANTONINUS THE JEW
Below the bir is a figure of Antoninus the Jew.
Being an impious man he tried to discredit
the new Christian community by disrupting
the burial of the Theotokos.
When he attempted to overturn the bier and
thus dishonor the Theotokos, anArchangel
(shown in the lower right corner) severed his
hands to stop his disgrace.
Antoninus later repented of his sins and
embraced Christianity through Baptism.

