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PASTORAL MESSAGE FROM FATHER NICK
~ECCLESIASTICAL NEW YEAR ~
September 1, 2021
My Dear brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Greetings in the Lord.
The first day of September marks the beginning of the Ecclesiastical New Year. We are accustomed to think of January 1st as
the beginning of the New Year. However, Holy Tradition computing the start of the New Year with fall was common in the
Biblical times. The summer harvest was at an end, the crops were stored, and the people prepared for a new agricultural cycle.
Thus, it became tradition to begin the new year of the Holy Church on September 1st.
Many of the hymns of the first day of the Church new year state that the coming year is God’s to give and God’s to bless – A
Year of The Lord. The hymns take their theme from Psalm 65 (64 in the Greek Septuagint), a psalm of praise to our Creator,
Who is awesome as the Holy Lord who richly sustains the earth with His abundant goodness.
The goodness of the Lord is His love, mercy, and grace. The Holy Church’s prayer is that the coming year will be a year of
grace and a year blessed by God. We pray that each year is a year of grace and a year blessed by God.
The prayers and hymns of the Orthodox Church not only recite the wonderful works of God in creation and history for our
salvation but also frequently offer guidance about how to make each year a year of grace, a year of the Lord. For example the
very first hymn of the new liturgical year, chanted at Vespers in the joyful first tone, reminds us that prayerfully daily
independence on God is the basic attitude of the Christian and the Christian life. This hymn is also interesting because it refers
to another key passage in the Holy Bible and addresses all of the Orthodox faithful.
The first Vesperal hymn of September 1st and the Lord’s Prayer set down three great anchors, three great principles, necessary
to make the coming year of the Lord, a year of grace. They are: 1.) the teachings of Christ are the source of truth for our lives,
2.) our Father in Heaven is a personal God who provides for our material and spiritual needs as we ask him in faith, and 3.)
daily prayer is the way of ongoing communication and a vital relationship with God. Prayerful daily dependence on God
sanctifies every moment of the day, whether we are at work, at play, at rest, or in difficulty; it fills it with the presence of God and
makes it God’s moment.
The worship of the Orthodox Church is rich in the Word of God. The first day of the Church New Year, there are a total of eight
readings: three from the Old Testament, read during Vespers, and five from the New Testament read during the Orthros and the
Divine Liturgy. Vespers are chanted on the previous evening, because according to the Holy Scriptures and Orthodox tradition,
each new day begins after the setting of the sun.
The Scripture reading from the Divine Liturgy of September 1, is Luke 4: 16-22, a passage which marks the beginning of Christ’s
public ministry. The Book of Isaiah, proclaims through this New Testament passage, that Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in Christ.
The beginning of the Church New Year and the beginning of Christ’s public ministry converge in Holy Scripture on September
1st, the Church New Year. In this fashion the Church has Jesus speaking to us today just as He did over 2000 years ago. Will
we reject or accept Him? Christ’s good news demands our faithful response of mind, heart, soul, and body. The unconditional
love of God, shown to us, by the most precious gift of His Son who shed His precious blood on the Cross for our salvation. This
requires a total response on our part.
Saint Symeon the Stylite, whose Feastday is observed on the first day of the Church year, is an example of unwavering
devotion. St. Symeon for 40 years lived on top of a pillar, a stylos, therefore he is called a stylite. He was sustained in prayer
and the power of God and little else. His ascetic witness was not only a radical denial of all earthly things but also a provocative
pointer to the kingdom of God.
His vigil for Christ had a powerful impact upon generations of Christians in the Orthodox tradition who were moved to commit
their lives to the Lord. A Martyr dies once. St. Symeon was a martyr for Christ for a period of 40 years until his death in 459 AD.
And by putting before us, St. Symeon’s example of extreme asceticism at the beginning of the liturgical year, the Church shows
us how seriously it takes the priority of Christ and how uncompromising our faith is. The beginning of the Church New Year is a
time to pause and refresh the spirit and pray on the New Year before us. It is also a suitable time for us to recommit our lives to
Christ our God.
st
Hymn, September 1
O Lord, Creator of all things,
Who by your authority
Have established times and seasons,
Bless the beginning of our Church year with
Your goodness; preserve your people in peace,
And through the intercessions
Of the Theotokos, save us. Amen.
My prayers are with all of you for safety, good health, and well being.
In Christ’s Love,

+ Fr. Nicholas V. Gamvas
+Rev. Protopresbyter Nicholas V. Gamvas, Dmin, Phd, Ieratikos, Proistamenos
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SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER LITURGICAL CALENDAR
KALO MINA!

SEPTEMBER
SEPTEMBER 1

WEDNESDAY BEGINNING OF ECCLESIASTICAL NEW YEAR
9 am Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy

SEPTEMBER 5

SUNDAY

SEPTEMBER 8

WEDNESDAY THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS
9 am Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy

SEPTEMBER 12

SUNDAY

SUNDAY BEFORE THE HOLY CROSS
9 am Orthros 10 am Divine Liturgy
Welcome back St. Haralambos Choir!

SEPTEMBER 14

TUESDAY

EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
9 am Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy

SEPTEMBER 19

SUNDAY

SUNDAY AFTER THE HOLY CROSS
9 am Orthros 10 am Divine Liturgy
FIRST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL
Welcome Back Sunday School Students & Teachers!

SEPTEMBER 26

SUNDAY

FALLING ASLEEP OF ST. JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN
9 am Orthros 10 am Divine Liturgy

TH

11 SUNDAY OF MATTHEW
9 am Orthros 10 am Divine Liturgy

OCTOBER
ND

OCTOBER 3

SUNDAY

2 SUNDAY OF LUKE
9 am Orthros 10am Divine Liturgy
National Church Music Sunday
Coffee Hour sponsored by Parish Council
in honor of Choir and Cantors

OCTOBER 10

SUNDAY

3 SUNDAY OF LUKE
9 am Orthros 10 am Divine Liturgy

OCTOBER 17

SUNDAY

7

RD

TH

ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

9 am Orthros 10 am Divine Liturgy
Youth Sunday
TH

OCTOBER 24

SUNDAY

6 SUNDAY OF LUKE
9 am Orthros 10am Divine Liturgy

OCTOBER 26

TUESDAY

ST. DEMETRIOS THE GREAT MARTYR

9 am Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy
OCTOBER 28

THURSDAY

HOLY PROTECTION OF THE THEOTOKOS – HOLY SKEPI

9 am Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy then Doxology
OXI Day
OCTOBER 31

SUNDAY

TH

5 SUNDAY OF LUKE – GODPARENT SUNDAY
9 am Orthros 10am Divine Liturgy
Godparent Sunday

Dear Parishioners of St Haralambos,
How wonderful it was to see so many of you celebrate the Feast day of the Dormition of the
Theotokos together on August 15 at our first Paniyiri Family Picnic. As I looked at the photos of
the day, I was taken by the smiles on the faces in nearly every picture. If there was one thing
that was evident it was that after a year apart, WE were delighted to be TOGETHER again!! I
hope we can make this an annual event. In fact, I hope that we can have similar, smaller scale
events throughout the year. Being together, sharing a meal, and celebrating the day- that’s
what we need more of and it is my hope we can do something again soon. Thank you to
everyone who was involved in the planning and production of the day.
Together we can and do accomplish much. Congratulations to our Greek Fest chairmen for not
one but three successful Drive-Thru events again this summer. Congratulations to all of YOU
because without the many volunteers amongst you it would not have been possible to have
even one simple event. It was a difficult decision whether or not to go back to a full festival this
year. Rest assured that the drive thru is not our new normal but a temporary one and we WILL
be back to a full festival in 2022!
This year our Fish Fry events will be held on the second Friday of the month. For now, they will
remain a drive thru event and will continue to have an expanded menu. Thank you, in advance,
to the many volunteers that will ensure another successful year!
As a retired teacher, I remember how the beginning of a new school year brought a feeling of
excitement, optimism and hope for the year ahead. And so, as we begin the new Ecclesiastical
year, I again look forward to new beginnings. My hope is to see more and more of you
returning to participate in all that St. Haralambos has to offer. I hope to see you on Sundays for
Liturgy, Sunday School, Choir, and for coffee hour! I look forward to seeing you again during
the week and evenings for Silver Liners, Philoptochos, Dance, Greek School, GOYA, and JOY –
and on FISH FRY FRIDAYS!!!
Sincerely,
Linda Andrews Natale
2021 Parish Council President

Holy New Martyr Haido of Halkidiki
September 1
By John Sanidopoulos
Saint Haido was from the village of Stano in Halkidiki and she lived in the 19 th century.
After the Revolution of 1821 she left with her mother and settled in Thasos, because a
Turkish ruler sought her hand in marriage and she did not want to convert to Islam or
marry a Turk. Because of her refusal she was tortured in prison to convert, but she
continued to refuse to renounce Christ and her heritage. Till this day, one can see
where Haido was imprisoned in Stano. She only escaped because the village priest
and some young men helped break her free.
In Thasos she entered the Monastery of Pantokratoros in Kallirachi, where she served
in the church and lived a life of purity fully dedicated to God and taking care of her
mother. After the repose of her mother she dedicated her whole life to prayer and
fasting and she acquired spiritual illumination. It is said that she reached an angelic
state by her heavenly way of life, and for two
days she was caught up into Paradise where
she witnessed heavenly mysteries. Upon her
return she related her experience to Hieromonk
Gerasimos who served in the Monastery.
While still young she succumbed to sickness
due to her austere way of life, and she reposed
in peace. Before her death, she advised those
with her to not change her clothing before her
burial. They however did not obey. When they
went to change her clothing an earthquake
occurred and thunder sounded and a voice was
heard saying to put her old clothes back on.
Then this was done there was stillness and her
holy relics began to exude a beautiful fragrance.
She was buried in the cemetery of the
Monastery.
The memory of St. Haido was kept alive locally and she was considered a holy woman.
Due to her suffering for Christ, many hail her as a neomartyr. The Church of the
Entrance of the Theotokos in Stano commissioned an icon of her to be made, which
was done by the Cyrillian Brotherhood of New Skete on Mount Athos in 1960. She was
canonized locally by the Metropolitan in 1988 and her feast was established for
September 1.

THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS
SEPTEMBER 8
+Fr. Nicholas V. Gamvas

In addition to the celebration of the Annunciation, there are three major
feasts in the Church honoring Mary, the Theotokos. The first of these is
the feast of her nativity which is kept on the 8th of September.
The record of the birth of Mary is not found in the Bible. The traditional
account of the event is taken from the apocryphal writings which are not
part of the New Testament scriptures. The traditional teaching which is
celebrated in the hymns and verses of the festal liturgy is that Joachim
and Anna were a pious Jewish couple who were among the small and
faithful remnant—“the poor and the needy”—who were awaiting the
promised messiah. The couple was old and childless. They prayed
earnestly to the Lord for a child, since among the Jews barrenness was a sign of God’s disfavor. In
answer to their prayers, and as the reward of their unwavering fidelity
to God, the elderly couple was blessed with the child who was
destined, because of her own personal goodness and holiness, to
become the Mother of the Messiah-Christ.
The feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos, therefore, is a glorification
of Mary’s birth, of Mary herself and of her righteous parents. It is a
celebration as well of the very first preparation of the salvation of the
world. For the “Vessel of Light,” the “Book of the Word of Life,” the
“Door to the Orient,” the “Throne of Wisdom” is being prepared on earth by God Himself in the birth of
the holy girl-child Mary.
The verses of the feast are filled with titles for Mary such as those in the quotations above. They are
inspired by the message of the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments. The specific Biblical
readings of the feast give indications of this.
At Vespers the three Old Testamental readings are “mariological” in their New Testamental
interpretation. Thus, Jacob’s Ladder which unites heaven and earth and the place which is named
“the house of God” and the “gate of heaven” (Gen 28.10–17) are taken, to indicate the union of God
with men which is realized most fully and perfectly—both spiritually and physically—in Mary the
Theotokos, Bearer of God. So also the vision of the temple with the “door ‘to the East’” perpetually
closed and filled with the “glory of the Lord” symbolizes Mary, called in the hymns of the feast “the
living temple of God filled with the divine Glory” (Ezek 43.27–44.4).
The Gospel reading of Matins is the one read at all feasts of the Theotokos, the famous Magnificat
from Saint Luke in which Mary says: “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Saviour, for he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden, for behold, henceforth all generations
will call me blessed” (Lk 1.47).
The epistle reading of the Divine Liturgy is the famous passage about the coming of the Son of God
in “the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of man” (Phil 2.5–11) and the Gospel reading is
that which is always read for feasts of the Theotokos—the woman in the crowd glorifies the Mother of
Jesus, and the Lord himself responds that the same blessedness which his mother receives is for all
“who hear the word of God and keep it” (Lk 11.27–28).
Thus, on the feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos, as on all liturgical celebrations of Christ’s Mother,
we proclaim and celebrate that through God’s graciousness to mankind every Christian receives what
the Theotokos receives, the “great mercy” which is given to human persons because of Christ’s birth
from the Virgin.

EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
SEPTEMBER 14
†Fr. Nicholas V. Gamvas

The Solemnity of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, On this most
solemn of days, dear brothers and sisters, we have come to rejoice
in a piece of wood; we exult in that wood on which hung the Savior
of the world. It is right that "we should glory in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, for He is our salvation, our life and our resurrection;
through him we are saved and made free."
For the ancient peoples the cross was the ultimate sign of terror and
dread and in this very sign that the world sees as the greatest
humiliation and degradation we see the sign of victory that has
saved us! We come today
to venerate and praise that instrument of our salvation, the cross of
Christ. What is the cross if not the scale that weighed the price of our salvation? The sins of us all
were weighed against the life of Christ. Our life came at
a very great price, indeed! This cross, the
greatest scale of all, fully satisfied the bond of our damnation and released us from our ancient debt
incurred through sin.
The cross is, as it were, that great lever that lifted the world and restored it to harmony with the
Creator. Under the standard of the cross we find protection from evil, though it does yet realize that
Christ has won the victory once for all! While we sat in darkness, the cross transformed us into
children of light (Matthew 4:16 and Ephesians 5:8); while we were enemies, it made us members of
the household of God; and when we were slaves the cross made us children of God the Father.
You must remember, dear brothers and sisters, that on the Day of Judgment each of us must stand
before the Lord to give an account of our lives. The holy cross will be carried solemnly in the arms of
angels and placed before all of humanity. It will not be adorned with jewels or gold, for what could be
more honorable, more precious, than the Blood of the Lamb? God himself will make this cross, this
wood, shine more brightly than all of the stars of heaven. The cross will be the new scales of justice
on which we will be weighed and be found either lacking or accepted. The measure against which we
will be weighed is none other than the measure of Christ's own cross: how much have you loved (cf.
John 13:34)?
You can be sure of this, that those who lovingly embraced the cross throughout their lives will receive
their glory. You can be sure of this, as well that those who refused to take up the cross will know only
disgrace.
For the cross of Christ is the way. "Whoever wishes to come after must deny himself, take up his
cross, and follow me," says the Lord. "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake and that of the Gospel will save it" (Mark 8:34-35)
To the world the cross looks like hardship and pain, but to those of us who believe, it is a fortress
against the night and an oasis against the heat. The cross bears momentary death only to reward us
with eternal life. It robs us of earthly things only to compensate us with things from heaven itself. It
instructs us in humility in order that we too might be exalted like the Lord our Savior.
All of the world's wisdom has stood in opposition to the cross, and yet here we are. All of the world's
wisdom sees the cross as a sign of defeat and failure, and yet here are. All of the world's wisdom tells
us that the cross is not the way, that we must be strong and independent, and yet here we are,
bending down, as it were, to kiss the holy cross.
That is what we come here to remember. For we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a scandal and to
Gentiles foolishness but God's foolishness is wiser than any human wisdom, and God's weakness is
stronger than any human strength and so, for us who believe, Jews and Gentiles alike, the cross of
Christ is nothing less than the power, the wisdom and the glory of God.
O blessed cross, O holy cross, more valuable are you than all the gold of the world, more brilliant are
you than any jewels of the earth, for it is through you that we have indeed been saved. May we be
found worthy to carry you with our Savior, and be raised with Him to heavenly glory. Amen.

ASK FATHER NICK…
Question: Which of the Holy Trinity person spoke directly with Moses? What biblical
reference do we have that supports it? -Rev. Dr. Deacon Keric Shiepis
Answer: GOD spoke to Moses. ALL members of the Godhead
would be speaking when “God” speaks. It is not until the New
Testament that we learn about God’s triune nature on a deep
enough level to somewhat comprehend it. Prior to that they just
knew God spoke in a plurality.
“GOD” speaking:
Exodus 3:13Then Moses asked God, “Suppose I go to the
Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers
has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His
name?’ What should I tell them?”
Exodus 3:14-God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is
what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent
me to you.’”
The “SON” present then:
John 8:56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see My day. He saw it and
was glad.”
John 8:57 Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and You
have seen Abraham?”
John 8:58 “Truly, truly, I tell you,”Jesus declared, “before Abraham was born, I am!”
Question: Why do we use the word omoousios in the Creed? -Carol Capocci
Answer: omoousios, in Orthodox Christianity, the key term of the doctrine formulated at
the First Ecumenical Council, held at Nicaea in 325, to affirm that God the Son and God
the Father are of the same substance. The First Council of Nicaea, presided over by the
emperor Constantine, was convened to resolve the controversy within the church over the
relationship between the persons of the Trinity.
The council condemned Arianism, which taught
that Christ was more than human but not fully
divine. The use of omoousios (Greek: “of one
substance”) in the creed produced at the council
was meant to put an end to the controversy,
although the influence of Arianism persisted in
the
church
for
centuries.
In
381
Emperor Theodosius I summoned the second
ecumenical council, the First Council of
Constantinople, which developed and affirmed
the
earlier
creed.
The
resulting Nicene
Creed also contained the word omoousios and
became the definitive statement of orthodox
belief.

Question: What is the difference between Dormition or Assumption of the Virgin
Mary Theotokos? -Carol Capocci
Answer: In our Orthodox tradition we are usually very careful to distinguish between the
“Dormition” Koimisis or falling asleep of the Mother of God and her “Assumption” into
heaven. The former, is properly Orthodox, while the latter is a Western designation,
although many Orthodox Churches in the USA are named Assumption.
Traditional Orthodox icons of her “falling asleep,” therefore, focus especially on her
death and entombment. The disciples, “gathered together from all the ends of the
earth,” surround her in an attitude of grief and lament. Behind the bier on which she is
laid there stands her glorified Son, holding in His arms a child clothed in radiant white
garments, an image of His Mother’s soul. This is a theme of reversal. On every
Orthodox iconastasis there is found a sacred image
of the Mother of God, holding in her arms her
newborn child, the God-Man who “took flesh” in
order to save and sanctify a fallen, sinful, broken
world. Here, in the icon of the Dormition, the Son
embraces and offers to that world His Holy Mother,
as she did Him at the time of His birth. At her falling
asleep He receives her soul, her life, in order to
exalt it in Himself and with Himself, to the glory,
beauty and joy of eternal life.
In fact, whether we label it the “Assumption” or the “Ascension” of the Theotokos, this
image complements that of the koimisis in a way that is in perfect accord with Orthodox
theology. Just as Christ died and lay in the tomb, to be resurrected and exalted into
heaven, so His Holy Mother “falls asleep,” to be raised up by her Son and exalted with
Him into heaven. By His Resurrection and Ascension, He provides the means by which
the “Mother of Life,” together with all those who dwell in Him, can be raised from death
and exalted to transcendent Life.
If we understand the “Assumption” of the Mother of God in the light of the Ascension of
her divine Son, then we can appreciate the dual depiction of Dormition and Ascension
found in many of our Orthodox icons. The Holy Mother of God, the Theotokos or “Godbearer,” is the first fruits of the eschatological fulfillment that will bring all of God’s
creative and redeeming work to a close. She is the vessel in which the Second Person
of the Holy Trinity “took flesh” and became man, in order to bestow salvation on the
human race. Her womb, “more spacious than the heavens,” contained the
uncontainable One. He drew his human existence from her, and she accompanied Him
with love and prayer throughout the time of His earthly ministry, even to the foot of the
Cross. She shared His suffering to the full, bearing His crucifixion and death in the
depths of her soul. Accordingly, she is the perfect image of the Church, the eternal
communion of all those who live and die in Christ.
Question: What do the three stars on the Virgin Mary's veil
mean? -Dean Darrah
Answer: Upon her veil are three stars, which represent her eternal
virginity: before, during, and forever.

SAINT DEMETRIOS, THE GREAT MARTYR
OCTOBER 26
Saint Demetrios was from Thessaloniki, a most pious son of pious and noble parents,
and a teacher of the Faith of Christ. When Maximian first came to Thessalonica in
290, he raised the Saint to the rank of Duke of Thessaly. But when it was discovered
that the Saint was a Christian, he was arrested and kept bound in a bath-house. While
the games were under way in the city, Maximian was a spectator there. A certain
friend of his, a barbarian
who was a notable
wrestler, Lyaeus by name,
waxing haughty because
of the height and strength of
his body, boasted in the
stadium and challenged the
citizens to a contest with
him. All that fought with him
were defeated. Seeing
this, a certain youth named
Nestor, aquaintance of
Demetrios', came to the
Saint in the bath-house
and asked his blessing to
fight
Lyaeus
singlehanded.
Receiving
this
blessing
and
sealing
himself with the sign of the
precious
Cross,
he
presented himself in the
stadium, and said, "O
God of Demetrios, help
me!" and straightway he
engaged Lyaeus in combat
and smote him with a
mortal blow to the heart,
leaving the former boaster
lifeless upon the earth.
Maximian
was
sorely
grieved over this, and when
he learned who was the
cause of this defeat, he commanded straightway and Demetrios was pierced with
lances while he was yet in the bath-house, As for Nestor, Maximian commanded that
he be slain with his own sword.
Apolytikion of Demetrios the Myrrh-streamer in the Third Tone
The world has found in you a great champion in time of peril, as you emerged the
victor in routing the barbarians. For as you brought to naught the boasts of Lyaios,
imparting courage to Nestor in the stadium, in like manner, holy one, great Martyr
Demetrios, invoke Christ God for us, that He may grant us His great mercy.
Kontakion of Demetrios the Myrrh-streamer in the Second Tone
God, who gave you invincible power and with care kept your city invulnerable, royally
clothed the Church in purple with the streams of your blood, for you are her strength,
O Demetrios.
Apolytikion in the Fourth Tone
Your voice resounded throughout the world that received your word by which, in godly
manner, you taught dogma, clarified the nature of beings, and set in order the
character of people. Venerable father, Royal Priesthood, intercede to Christ God to
grant us great mercy.
Kontakion in the Fourth Tone
For the Church art thou in truth a firm foundation, granting an inviolate lordship unto all
mortal men and sealing it with what thou hast taught, O righteous Basil, revealer of
heavenly things.

THE HOLY PROTECTION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD
OCTOBER 28
+ Fr. Nicholas V. Gamvas
The Protection of the Mother of God  is one of the most beloved feast days on
the Orthodox calendar. The feast is celebrated on October 28 in the Greek Orthodox Church.
The Greek Skepi (Σκέπη), has a complex meaning. First of all, it refers to a cloak or shroud, but
it also means protection or intercession. For this reason, the name of the feast is variously
translated as the Veil of Our Lady, the Protecting Veil of the Theotokos, the Protection of the
Theotokos.
The feast day celebrates the appearance of the Mother of God at Blachernae (Vlaherna) in the
tenth century. At the end of St. Andrei (Andrew of Constantinople) he, with his disciple St.
Epiphanius, and a group of people, saw the Mother of God, St. John the Baptist, and several
other saints and angels during a vigil in the Church of Blachernae, nearby the city gates. The
Blachernae Palace church was where several of the relics of the Theotokos were kept. The
relics were her robe, veil, and part of her belt that had been transferred from Palestine during
the fifth century.The Theotokos approached the center of the church, knelt down and remained
in prayer for a long time. Her face was drowned in tears. Then she took her veil (cerement) off
and spread it over the people as a sign of protection. During the time, the people in the city were
threatened by a barbarian invasion. After the appearance of the Mother of God, the danger was
averted and the city was spared from bloodshed and suffering.
In recent years, the Feast of the Protection has become associated with thanksgiving for the
deliverance of the Greek nation from the Italian invasion of 1940. These events are
commemorated in Greece in a national holiday known as “Ochi Day” referring to the response of
the Greek leader Metaxas to Mussolini’s ultimatum.
In recognition of this, and because of the many miracles of the Holy Virgin which were reported
by Greek soldiers during the Greco-Italian War of 1940-1941, the Holy Synod of the Church of
Greece elected in 1952 to transfer the Feast from October 1 to October 28.
Two different events that took place four hundred years apart are combined in this one icon of
the Holy Skepi. And both events took place in the former Church of Blachernae in
Constantinople.
The icon of the feast, Protection of the Mother
of God, shows the Theotokos standing above
the faithful with her arms outstretched in prayer
and draped with a veil. On both sides of her
are angels. On the lower right of most icons of
this feast, are saints Andrew and his disciple
Epiphanius who saw this vision of the Mother
of God, with the twelve apostles, bishops, holy
women, monks and martyrs, spreading her veil in protection over the congregation. St.
Epiphanius is wearing a tunic under his cloak and gestures in astonishment at the miraculous
appearance, while St. Andrew, Fool-for-Christ, is dressed only in a cloak. Below the Theotokos,
in the center of the icon, stands a young man with a halo, he is clothed in a deacon’s sticharion.
In his left hand, he is holding an open scroll with the text of the Kontakion for Nativity in honor of
the Mother of God. This is St. Romanos the Melodos, the famous hymnographer whose feast is
also celebrated on the same day, October 1. He is with his choir attended by the Emperor Leo
the Wise together with the Empress and the Patriarch of Constantinople.

If Jesus Showed Up Today
A question was asked to some prominent individuals: What would people think if
Jesus Christ showed up in America today, preaching His gospel of love and selfsacrifice? One theologian replied that there is no need for Christ to come back to the
world today. The work of the historical Jesus was done in His lifetime, once and for all.
He does not need to repeat His sacrifice for our salvation again. Our Orthodox theology
teaches us that “He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead; whose
kingdom will have no end…” His once and for all sacrifice set up our eternal destiny. It is
true that His work must continue through us his “chosen people”. He is with us in His
body which is the Church. “He who hears you hears Me, and he who rejects you rejects
Me” He told His disciples.
Though God’s purpose is the salvation of all, He accomplished it by a plan which
involved choosing a people and setting them apart. Now, in this age, the Church is the
body of Christ, the set-apart people-also not taken out of the world but left in the world
as a witness of His goodness, love and grace.
The Church is Christ in the world today. Christ teaching us, Christ forgiving us. Christ
comforting us. Christ warning us. Christ blessing us. Christ uniting Himself to us through
OUR PARTICIPATION OF HIS LIFE-GIVING SACRAMENTS ESPECIALLY HOLY
COMMUNION!!
Christ is Himself the essence of the Church. The Church is His chosen bride. When
Paul heard the voice on the road to Damascus, saying “Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?” Saul answered, “Who are you, Lord?” And the voice said, “I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting.” Yet Paul was not persecuting Jesus directly; he was
persecuting the Church. Jesus makes it very clear to Saul “When you persecute the
church, you are persecuting Me. I am the Church. The Church is My Body-the Body
through which I am active in the world today.”
When we neglect to worship God in church on every Sunday (if possible-not just
when I feel like it) and participate in the liturgical life of the Church throughout the year,
can we not hear Christ not saying, “I am the Church you are neglecting. I am the One
you turn your back on when you stay at home on Sunday mornings and care not to
participate in the liturgical life of the Church throughout the year. It is My voice you

refuse to hear. It is My Body and Blood you refuse to receive. It is ME you refuse to
worship.”

When we support the work of the church haphazardly, giving not every week but only
when we feel like giving, can we not hear Christ saying to us, “I am the church you are
supporting so half-heartedly. It is I who work through the Church today. Whatever you
give to the Church you give to ME, to continue my work of saving humanity. And what
you give is the test of your love for ME!
When we respond to the Church’s plea that we repent and confess our sins to receive
God’s forgiveness, do we not hear Christ saying, “I am the one who calls you to
confession through the Church. I am the One who wishes to forgive you through the
priest. I am the one who paid dearly for the forgiveness for your sins on the cross. It is I
who call.”
It is true Christ will return in glory at the end of the world, but it is also true that He is
with us now. He promised his disciples that “I will never leave or forsake you And I am
with you until the end of the ages.” He is here now as our Teacher, our Savior, our
Friend, but He will return to judge us also. If Christ is the Church, then how do we treat
the Church? Do we come here to worship Him every Sunday and throughout the year?
Do we come to be taught how to become better people? Do we come to be healed and
forgiven? Do we come to be strengthened and led through the troubled times that we
now live in? Christ is here for us NOW are we reaching out to Him for guidance in these
troubled and uncertain times that we are living in? It is our responsibility to reach out to
Him, all we must do is open our hearts to let Him in. As we treat the Church, so we treat
Christ. As we treat Christ now, so He will treat us on the last day when we meet Him
face to face.
We are now entering the fall season as we experience the changing of the seasons,
so we see the beauty of
Christ in His creation.
Make time to enjoy Christ
in His church as well as
His creation.
I along with Diakonisa
Melissa, and our children
Kerissa and Costandinos
wish everyone a blessed
and safe start of the New
Ecclesiastical year and
fall season.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2021
Matthew 19:1: Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”
Welcome back to a new Sunday School year!
September 19, 2021.

Classes will begin Sunday,

Due to the current pandemic, challenges and uncertainty it brings, we are
prayerfully beginning on-sight instruction keeping in mind the safety and wellbeing of our children is our foremost priority. Going forward we will take into
consideration Metropolis and public school safety guidelines in all decisions
made. As always, we will continue to keep parents informed.
We are truly blessed to have a knowledgeable, nurturing, dedicated staff and thank parents for entrusting
your children’s religious education to these excellent, committed teachers. They are as follows:
2 and 3-year olds:
Pre-Kindergarten:
Kindergarten:
1st and 2nd Grade:
3rd and 4th Grade:

Joanna Volas, Stephanie Nastoff
Stephanie Machamer, Diane Foster
Tina Wey, Paula Papadopulos
Stephanie Withers
Linda Natale

5th and 6th Grade: Tula Pirovolos
7th and 8th Grade: Angela Vagotis, Virginia Ballas
9th - 12th Grade: John Kellamis, Niki Strohmenger
Office: Kathy Hardesty, Stephanie Likouris

A registration form is included in this issue of the Koinonia. Please fill one out for each of your children.
(Extra forms are available in the office.) We had a wonderful response to our registration table at the August
15th Family Picnic, receiving 36 registrations. We’re off to a great start! Thank you to the parents who took
the time to visit our table and register your children. You’re all set.
On September 19th students will go directly to their classrooms upon arrival at church. Classes begin at 10:00
am. Please be prompt in bringing your children so they may receive the full benefit of the religious education
being provided to them. Thank you in advance for your cooperation!
SPECIAL INVITATION TO PARENTS AND STUDENTS:
You and your family are invited to join our Sunday School teachers for lunch and a Parent-Teacher
Informational meeting immediately following church services on September 19th. We will be utilizing the Triroom, Youth room and Patio (weather permitting) for social distancing purposes. Let’s kick the year off on a
positive note by gathering together in fellowship and prayer as we begin the new ecclesiastical year. Each of
our teachers will speak about their goals for your children’s religious education for this coming year and we will
take your questions. Please make every effort to attend in support of your children. Thank you in advance for
your participation and support.
Our Thanksgiving Food Drive will begin on Sunday, October 3rd. Please send in non-perishable food items with
your children each Sunday. This has always been a very successful outreach project due in large part to the
participation of our students and staff as well as our wonderful parishioners who so generously contribute to it
each year. Thank you in advance for your continued support!
Our teachers are ready, willing, excited, AND able to begin another year of teaching our children about God
and our beautiful Orthodox faith. All we need is your willingness to bring them to church each Sunday. Thank
you for your continued support of our Sunday School and God bless.
Respectfully in His Name,

Mary Griveas, Director
Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”

SAINT HARALAMBOS SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM
2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR

FAMILY’S LAST NAME __________________________________________________
CHILD'S NAME ________________________________________________________
CHILD'S BAPTISMAL NAME AND NAMEDAY:
_____________________________________________________________________
CHILD’S BIRTHDATE __________________________________________________
AGE ____________

GRADE ENTERING ____________________

FATHER’S NAME ______________________________
MOTHER’S NAME _____________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________
CITY/ZIP CODE ________________________________________________________
HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER ____________________________________________
CELL PHONE NUMBER _________________________________________________
EMAIL: _______________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST ANY FOOD ALLERGIES: ____________________________________
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (Use back if more space is required)

ST. HARALAMBOS CHOIR NEWS
“Speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from The
Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord”
(Ephesians 5:19)

SENIOR CHOIR SCHEDULE
SEPTEMBER
1- (Wednesday)
Rehearsal
6:30
8 -(Wednesday)
Rehearsal
6:30
12-(Sunday)
Welcome Back Choir!
22-(Wednesday)
Rehearsal
6:30
OCTOBER
3 -(Sunday)
Choir Appreciation Sunday
6 -(Wednesday)
Rehearsal
6:30
20-(Wednesday)
Rehearsal
6:30
NOVEMBER
3-(Wednesday)
17-(Wednesday)

Rehearsal
Rehearsal

6:30
6:30

DECEMBER
1- (Wednesday)
Rehearsal
6:30
5-(Sunday)
St. Nicholas Day Program
24-(Friday)
Christmas Eve Vesperal
Liturgy

JUNIOR CHOIR SCHEDULE
SEPTEMBER
8 -(Wednesday)
Rehearsal
5:30
12-(Sunday)
Welcome Back Choir!
22-(Wednesday)
Rehearsal
5:30
OCTOBER
3 -(Sunday)
Choir Appreciation Sunday
6 -(Wednesday)
Rehearsal
5:30
20-(Wednesday)
Rehearsal
5:30
NOVEMBER
3-(Wednesday)
Rehearsal
5:30
17-(Wednesday)
Rehearsal
5:30
21 – (Sunday)
Jr. Choir Sunday*
DECEMBER
1- (Wednesday)
Rehearsal
5:30
5-(Sunday)
St. Nicholas Day Program

*Tentative per Youth Sunday
*No choir December 26.
“YOUTH CHOIR”
We are pleased to announce that a “Youth Choir” for students in Junior and Senior High
School will be established as part of our senior choir program. We introduced this
program with success just prior to the pandemic. At times we held brief rehearsals a
few times a month after church. These students are encouraged to sing with our senior
choir on Sunday’s and Holy Week services when possible. In addition, the “Youth
Choir” will also sing as a group by themselves various hymns and songs for special
events/holidays. Please come to our first senior choir rehearsal on September 1 st or 8th
at 6:30 pm for more information or contact Dr. Alex Christ if interested!
Contact, choir director, Dr. Alex Christ, for more information at 330-284-9606.

SILVER LINERS NEWS
Welcome back, Silver Liners and friends to a new Ecclesiastical year of in-person
meetings, social gatherings, and trips! We have missed you all so much, and we
are hoping for a great year for everyone!
Our meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month in the Cultural Center at
noon, September through June. Our first meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
September 21, at noon.
We will begin collecting dues again at that meeting for the year Sept. 2021-Sept.
2022. The dues are $10 per person. If you have already paid dues for 20202021, the $10 will be applied to the 2021-2022 year. Those who are 90 years of
age or older do not have to pay dues.
We have several trips to tell you about at our first meeting. Our Christmas Party,
which we had to cancel last year, will be held with the Holy Trinity Seniors at
Arrowhead Country Club on Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2021 at noon. We are planning for
the “Seniors Sing” group, with John Hayward as director, to entertain us again
this year.

Welcoming you for the coming year are:
OFFICERS
President - Helen Tsarwhas
Vice-President - Kathy Dieringer
Treasurer - Georgia Trikkas
Recording Secretary - Mary Trifelos
Corresponding Secretary - Helen Meder
Advisor - Carol Trifelos

BOARD
Tony Koutras
Goldie Manos
Georgia Matthews
Betty Tsangeos

Liaison to Parish Council: Michael Giustino

KITCHEN
Michael Apostalides
Jim Dieringer
Joe Foster
Takis Tzouloufis

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE
Lefkothea Bourlas
Elaine Christ
Anna Paxos
Olga Tsenekos

ST. HARALAMBOS PHILOPTOCHOS
STARTING A NEW YEAR – We are grateful to our St.
Haralambos family, Father Nick for his support and spiritual
guidance, the Parish Council for their support, to the Office
Staff, my Officers, Board and all Philoptochos members who
give their talents, time and dedication to the mission of our
Society to help with dignity, respect and compassion those in
need. Without the support of our fundraisers, the Endowment
Fund, the Alex Krassas Fund and donations for memorials, makarias and your
donations, this would not be possible. For 90 years, the Greek Orthodox Ladies
Philoptochos Society has offered generous and continuous assistance, whenever
needed – not only to our local communities, Metropolises and National – but around the
world.
We are the philanthropic arm of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.
And..THIS YEAR WE ARE 119 MEMBERS STRONG
Thank you for being a part of this Philanthropy - Fellowship – Faith In Action

DO YOU ENJOY COFFEE HOUR AFTER CHURCH??
If so, Philoptochos needs your assistance in hosting the after-church coffee hour! We
plan to start on Sunday, September 12.
Please consider getting a group together to host the after-church coffee hour for a
month. Even if you can only volunteer for a Sunday or two it would be most
appreciated. FYI - some months or Sundays may be already sponsored by one of our
other church organizations.
Be creative – we love paximadia, koulourakia, cookies, muffins, doughnuts. The cups,
napkins, plates, coffee, cream, and sugar are provided.
When you volunteer for the after-church coffee hour, one of these dedicated women Helen Apostalides, Kathy Dieringer or Rita Trikkas - will help you get started Sunday
mornings.
Memorial Coffee Hours - families will determine what they want to bring and
Philoptochos will set-up, serve and clean-up.
We would appreciate your help to keep this going to gather together in fellowship after
church. Please contact Barb Lambrou at 330-418-1034 or e-mail her at
blambrou@twc.com to set-up your “Coffee Hour” dates.
Thank you so much!!

Listed below are committees and events for 2021 and 2022:
 Woman of Distinction-Plaques, Proposals -Chairman – Mary Trifelos /Committee
for 2021/2022
 Membership – Fran Armatas/Tina Wey/Mary Trifelos
 Programs after the meetings – Kathy Dieringer/Stephanie Withers
 Refreshments after meetings – Carol Trifelos
 Sunshine – Georgia Trikkas
 Sunday Morning Coffee Hour – Contact - Barb Lambrou
 2021 Metropolis of Pittsburgh Clergy-Laity –Sept. 23-25, 2021 hosted by St.
Haralambos Greek Orthodox Church.
 Christmas/Easter Visitations to shut-ins – Chairman, Mary Trifelos and members
 Funeral Makaria Chairmen – Tina Bolon/ Helen Tsarwhas
 Cookbook – Helen Ann Meder /Eleni Paxos
 Christmas Party – Carol Capocci
 Feeding the Hungry – Carol Capocci/Helen Tsarwhas
 Giving Tree – Mary Griveas
 Michael & Dolly Sousaris Memorial Student Scholarship – Mary Griveas/
Kathy Dieringer
 Vasilopeta Sunday - Jan, 9, 2022
 St. Haralambos Nameday Luncheon, Feb. 10, 2022
 St. Haralambos Nameday Banquet – Woman of Distinction – Mary Trifelos
 Reception after Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
 Mother’s Day Dinner – Monday, May 2, 2022 – Tula Pirovolos/Mary Griveas and
committee.
 St. Pantelimon Nameday Coffee Hour – July 2022
 Fundraiser: “Honoring Our Educators” Luncheon
All members are welcome so….if you would like to volunteer and help on any of the above
committees, please call me at 330-492-9353 or e-mail me at mtee99@hotmail.com.
Listed below, for the year 2021, I would like to invite all our Philoptochos members and
future members to attend our meetings, and celebrate fellowship together, because:
TOGETHER WE CAN DO GREAT THINGS!
All meetings will be in the St. Haralambos Tri-Room
Please enter through the Agape Courtyard Door from back parking lot.
Board Members Meeting at 5:30 PM – Members General Meeting at 6:00 PM
Tuesday, September 7, 2021
Monday, October 4, 2021

Monday, November 1, 2021
Monday, December 6, 2021 – Christmas Party

Refreshments will be served.
With Christian Love,
Mary Trifelos, President, St. Haralambos Philoptochos

Paniyiri Family Picnic

August 15

OLD TESTAMENT
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10:1–23
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11
12:1–21
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13:1–30
13:31–58
14:1–21
14:22–36
15:1–20
15:21–39
16
17
18:1–20
18:21–35
20:1-16
20:17-34

Oct 1
Oct 2
Oct 3
Oct 4
Oct 5
Oct 6
Oct 7
Oct 8
Oct 9
Oct 10
Oct 11
Oct 12
Oct 13
Oct 14
Oct 15
Oct 16
Oct 17
Oct 18
Oct 19
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Oct 24
Oct 25
Oct 26
Oct 27
Oct 28
Oct 29
Oct 30
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EXODUS
35-37
EXODUS
38-40
LEVITICUS
1-4
LEVITICUS
5:1-7:10
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7:11-9:24
LEVITICUS
10-12
LEVITICUS
13
LEVITICUS
14;15
LEVITICUS
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3:1-4:33
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4:34-6:26
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7:1-8:4
NUMBERS
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11:1-14:10
NUMBERS 14:11-15:41
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16:1-18:19
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18:20-21:9
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23;24
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25:1-27:11
NUMBERS 27:12-29:39
NUMBERS
30; 31
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34-36
DEUTERONOMY
1; 2
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3;4
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20:17–34
21:1–22
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22:1–22
22:23–46
23:1–22
23:23–39
24:1–28
24:29–51
25:1–30
25:31–46
26:1–25
26:26–46
26:47–75
27:1–26
27:27–44
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28
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1:21–45
2
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3:20–35
4:1–20
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5:21–43
6:1–29
6:30–56
7:1–23
7:24–37

OXI DAY
October 28
On October 28th, millions around the world will
commemorate OXI Day, a day honoring Greece’s
courageous resistance during WWII. On October
28th, 1940, the Italian ambassador to Greece, Emanuele Grazzi delivered an ultimatum
from Benito Mussolini to Prime Minister Ioannis Metaxas. The ultimatum was
demanding the entry of the Italian army and the occupation of Greek territory. When
Metaxas was faced with this demand, he delivered an unequivocal response in French,
(the diplomatic language of the day) “Alors, c’est la guerre.” This brief phrase, “Then, it
is war,” was quickly transmuted into the laconic “Oxi” by the citizens of Athens. Ioannis
Metaxas had begun his career in the Greek army, eventually entering politics as a
staunch royalist. By 1936 he held the post of Minister of War. That same year, a
deadlocked election led King George II to appoint Metaxas to the position of Prime
Minister. In response to this address, the people of Greece spontaneously went out to
the streets singing Greek patriotic songs and shouting anti-Italian slogans. Hundreds of
thousands of volunteers, men and women, in all parts of Greece, headed to army
recruitment offices to enlist. The whole Greek nation was united in the face of
aggression. Meanwhile, Italian forces entered Greece through a rough, wild terrain- the
steep Pindos Mountains. There they met fierce and unexpected resistance. As Italian
troops moved southward towards the city of Ioannina, Greek troops took to the heights,
bombarding the Italians from above. On January 29th, 1941, Prime Minister Metaxas
died suddenly and unexpectedly from an inflammation of the pharynx that led to a toxic
infection. Alexandros Koryzis, the Governor of the Bank of Greece, succeeded him in
office. In March of 1941 Mussolini personally supervised a ferocious counterattack
designed to drive the Greeks from Southern Albania. Despite his leadership, the attack
failed, further humiliating the Italian leader, leaving him humiliated and enraged. Hitler
was also furious at what he perceived as Mussolini’s blunder. Metaxas’ response
resulted in a fatal diversion and delayed the Axis powers in general, specifically the
German army. British military historian Sir John Keegan describes the Battle of Greece
as “decisive in determining the future course of the Second World War.” Winston
Churchill believed that Greeks were inspired by their own heroic past, to wage a fierce
fight against all odds. He paid homage to the Greek
resistance by claiming, “…until now we would say that the
Greeks fight like heroes. From now on we will say that
heroes fight like Greeks.” Every October 28th, Greeks at
home and abroad honor the past by celebrating “OXI” Day.

2021-2022
GOYA UPDATE

WELCOME
BACK
GOYANS!
IF YOU WERE NOT ABLE TO PICK UP A REGISTRATION
PACKET ON REGISTRATION DAY OR AT OUR FIRST MEETING,
DON’T WORRY YOU STILL HAVE TIME TO JOIN!
EMAIL STHGOYACANTON@GMAIL.COM TO
RECEIVE YOUR PACKET
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2021 –2022
SENIOR & JUNIOR CLASS LEADERS —
SENIORS: AVA ROCCO, ARIANA TSENEKOS,
& LUKE SARRIS
JUNIORS: ANTHONY MORGAN, KOSTAS PAXOS,
GEORGIE SOTIROPOULOS & KOSTA VOLAS
WE’RE LOOKING FORWARD TO A GREAT YEAR!
HELP SUPPORT OUR GOYA THIS YEAR BY PURCHASING A MUM,
OR TWO. ORDER FORM IS INCLUDED IN THIS
KOINONIA

UPCOMING
MEETINGS &
EVENTS:
SEPTEMBER 11: MUM ORDERS
DUE TO MRS. STROHMENGER
SEPTEMBER 18: MUM PICK-UP/
DRIVE THRU AT 9AM
SEPTEMBER 19: MARY ANN
DONUT SALE & MEETING AFTER
CHURCH
OCTOBER 17: YOUTH SUNDAY,
MEETING & MAIZE VALLEY
OUTING

Does your organization
need help with set-up,
clean-up or other
assistance for an
upcoming event?
GOYAns must have a
minimum of 20 hours of
volunteer service this
year.

Please reach out to Niki
Strohmenger
330-268-2836 to set up a
time with our GOYAns.

St. Haralambos GOYA
Annual Mum Sale
August 16 - September 11, 2021
This is a perfect opportunity to help raise money for our youth
group and welcome Fall with color! The perennial mums are in
a 9 inch pot and supplied by Reedurban Nursery.

Enhance your fall decorations with your choice of 5 amazing colors!
It’s simple and easy! Thank you for your continued support!

Cost: $10 each
Drive Thru Pick-Up on Saturday, September 18, 2021
9:00am-12:00am
Krassas Event Center Parking Lot
[251 25th Street, NW Canton, Ohio 44709]
Buyers Name

Yellow

Buyers Email

Orange

Red

White

Buyers Phone #

Purple

Total x
$10

Total
Amount
Due

Qty of
Each
Color

Please make checks payable to: St. Haralambos GOYA
Questions? Contact: nikistrohmenger@gmail.com
Return your completed form by Saturday, September 11, 2021 to the Church Office or mail to:
St. Haralambos GOYA
251 25th Street, NW
Canton, Ohio 44709

St. Haralambos Hellenic Dancers
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2021

WELCOME BACK
Thursday September 30
FIRST practice back
4:20 - 5:00 Beginners
5:00 - 6:00 Intermediate
6:00 - 7:30 Seniors
Beginners begin at age 7(must be 7 years old by December 31)
If you have any questions please contact Eleni Paxos, Director

Thursday, October 7
Dance Practice; First Meeting and ELECTIONS
4:20 - 5:00 Beginners
5:00 - 6:00 Intermediate
5:30 - 6:30 Seniors
6:30 - MEETING FOR ALL DANCERS AND PARENTS

Thursday, October 21 & 28
4:20 - 5:00 Beginners
5:00 - 6:00 Intermediate
6:00 - 7:30 Seniors

Save these dates!
October 17 - Youth Sunday - Installation of Officers
October 31 - GodParent Sunday Brunch

Laura Anne Dieringer Memorial
Scholarship Recipient Essays
Lia Bench – Youngstown State University
What does it mean to be Orthodox? In the dictionary the word
“orthodox”” means to be conforming to what is generally or
traditionally accepted as right or true. To me being an Orthodox
Christian means more than anything. It brings me closer to my
Yiayia’s roots, it makes me feel loved. I attended Sunday School
throughout grade school. I didn’t attend middle or high school
because I’m shy so when I was asked to be an aide, I helped Mrs.
Withers in her 1st/2nd grade classroom each year until graduation.
Teaching young kids about the Bible and all the parables brought me
much joy. I’m so happy to see kids excited about learning, especially about Jesus. Being at church has also
helped me cope with difficulties in life. Being able to pray in a safe environment has helped me a lot. I have
learned why we fast and why we are who we are. Being able to have others to share the Orthodox faith with
is splendid. I have grown up with the people from my church and my teachers. Learning about religion never
gets old, it always brings something new to the table. Being an Orthodox Christian is not just a religion, it is
a family being united as one in Jesus. Thank you.

Alexa Nastoff – The Ohio State University
My Greek Orthodox faith is such a blessing in my life. My parents began taking me to church every Sunday
from a young age. When I reached the age of two I was enrolled in Sunday School and have been in the
program ever since. In the early years of Sunday School we were taught the foundation of our faith by
learning to properly make the sign of the cross, lighting a candle, and reciting the Lord’s Prayer. We also
learned through crafts and songs and it was something I looked forward to each week. As I got older, I
began to learn about the Saints, Feast Days, and more about the meaning of the Divine Liturgy to name a
few. Sunday School has taught me the importance of faith, not only in church but in all aspects of my life. I
learned and grew in my faith throughout the years and am so grateful to all my wonderful teachers for this
strong foundation! These are a few of the things I will take with me and will remember forever. Each year
of Sunday School I grew stronger in my faith and closer to God, which is very spiritually meaningful,
rewarding and so appreciated. Thank you.

Yanni Volas – John Carroll University
Growing up I will never forget how eager I was coming to church every Sunday. I especially looked forward
to being in Sunday School with my fellow classmates. As I progressed through the grade levels I became
more connected with my faith through the biblical and liturgical lessons that were taught. When I got to the
high school class the lessons took on a whole new meaning. I still loved coming to class with all my friends
and learning about our faith, but the conversations with Mrs. Strohmenger and my peers connected me to my
faith on a deeper level. We would go into depth abut Old Testament stories and how they related to the
New Testament, we took time to go over every part of the liturgy and we would talk about current events
and share our views from a religious perspective. Mrs. Strohmenger would always lead our discussions and
teach us how we can apply our faith and religion in the real world and how important it is to have our own
special relationship with God. The most meaningful experience I had in Sunday School was when I got to the
high school class and how the lessons I learned throughout the years all connected. Everything coming
together in my high school class has made a significant impact in my spiritual life and allowed me to solidify
my religious foundation. Sunday School was always a place where everyone was welcome and I always left
class with a better feeling than when I came in. I would like to also take this opportunity to thank Father
Nick, Mrs. Griveas and all my teachers for all their time and dedication to my spiritual growth. Thank you.

SAINT HARALAMBOS
COMMUNITY NEWS…..
BIRTHS: Congratulations!
Dr. Christina (Armatas) and Konstantinos
Polychronis were blessed with a baby boy on
July 24. Grandparents are Steve and Fran
Armatas and Manolis and Maria Polychronis
(Greece)

BAPTISMS: Congratulations!
Aria Rose Zoumberakis daughter of Dr. & Mrs.
Erick and Caitlyn Zoumberakis was baptized on
July 18 2021. Sponsor Maria Kalikas

~~~
Nicholas Peter Corona son of Matthew and
Ashley Corona was baptized on August 22 2021.
Sponsor, Dr. Erick Zoumberakis

~~~
DEATHS: Deepest condolences to all the
families. May their memories be eternal!
ANTHONY DELIS fell asleep August 11, 2021
CLEOPATRA VLAHOS fell asleep August 17, 2021

NOTES OF APPRECIATION….
“Dear Harry Thomas Endowment Fund Scholarship
Committee,
Thank you so much for your generous scholarship. I
am so honored to have been selected as a recipient.
The money will be put to good use toward college
tuition at OSU.” Alexa Nastoff

~~~
“To Harry Thomas Endowment Fund Scholarship
Committee,
I am honored to receive this generous scholarship. I
will be attending the University of Dayton. This
scholarship is really going to help me. I can’t thank
the committee enough for selecting me. I will
certainly represent Mr. Thomas and his legacy along
with St Haralambos Church with great honor.
Respectfully, Jonathan Machamer”

~~~
“I just wanted to send a note to say how much I
enjoyed the food at your Canton food fest. I ordered
the Plaki, lamb chops, and appetizer sampler. I
appreciate the substitutes that were mad for the
meals – I have been on a …I love Greek food and
look forward to your fish fry in September.” KW

~~~

St. Haralambos Icon, Gift and Bookstore
Welcome Fall..
 Rediscover our beautiful Icons! Our Icons
are the finest quality in Byzantine, Greek
and Russian styles.
 Included are full figure icons Archangel
Michael, Gabriel, Christ and Theotokos.
 Our Mystical Supper Icons are inspirational.
 Handmade gentle St.Haralambos,
Christ Pantocrator, The Good Shepherd,
Christ The Teacher and Christ Our Saviour
are warmly comforting.
We carry a wide selection of incense, incense
burners, censors, beeswax candles and other
prayer supplies.
Tapestry pouches with icons of Christ and Virgin
Mary make beautiful holders for these
supplies, prayer beads, prayer books, and small
treasured Icons.

Sunday Volunteers
September 12- Penny Ralles
September 19-Sophie Usner
September 26- Helen Meder
October 3-Helen Tsarwhas
October10-Penny Ralles
October 17-Anna Paxos
October 24October 31-

2021 Metropolis Clergy-Laity,
Philoptochos, and Youth Worker Assembly

September 23-25, 2021
St. Haralambos – host
Among our Featured Presenters:
Archon George Cantonis
President, Hellenic College / Holy Cross
Mr. William Pananis
Historian and Descendant of
Theodoros Kolokotronis
Fr. Jon Boukis
Pastor, Assumption GOC of Louisville
Social Event on Friday Night:
Special screening of the movie "Man of God"
(film about St. Nektarios of Aegina)
(Admission included in registration fee)

Men’s Club
Football Preview

Akron/Canton Orthodox Young Adult Group
Upcoming Events








Sept 18 - Vespers followed by Potluck and Talk by Fr. Nick Halkias @
5pm St. Elia the Prophet Orthodox Church
Oct 8-10 - YAL Conference 2021
o Info and registration at:
https://y2am.pittsburgh.goarch.org/ya/2021-yal-conference
Oct 15: St. Kyranna Cooking Class (more info to come)
Oct 22-24 – 2021 Young Adult Fall Retreat at Camp Nazareth
o See flier below for more details
Nov 14- Thanksgiving Dinner Potluck @3pm at Annunciation Greek
Orthodox Church, Akron
Fall Book Study with Fr. Nick Manuel
o Book: How to Be a Sinner by Peter Bouteneff
o Sept 11, Oct 2 and 30 @ 10am at Annunciation, Akron

Save these dates
September 10
December 10
March 11
APPETIZERS

October 8
January 14
April 8

November 12
February 11
May 13

Dolmades (12 pieces per order)
Fried Calamari
Tiropita
(6 per order)
Spanakopita (6 per order)

$10
$9
$9
$9

ENTREE OPTIONS:

All Entrees served with salad and bread [pita bread* or roll** Sliders/Gyros do not come with
additional bread] and
Choose 1 side dish:
Rice or Roasted Potatoes or Macaroni & Cheese and
Choose 1 side dish:
Greek Style Green Beans or Applesauce

Three-piece Fried Fish Meal
$16**
Shrimp Souvlaki Meal
$15*
Cajun Fish Slider Meal [2 sliders w/pan fried Cajun seasoned perch topped w/tzatziki on Norcia’s
Sweet Rolls]
$15
Plaki Meal
$15**
Two-piece Fried Fish Meal
$12**
SEPTEMBER TURF SPECIALS:
Lamb Shank
Meatless Moussaka
Gyro

$18**
$12**
$12

KIDS MENU:
Chicken Fingers [3 tenders with macaroni & cheese and applesauce]
Fried Fish [1 piece of fried fish, macaroni & cheese and applesauce]
DESSERT & A LA CART ITEMS:
Baklava $2
Rice Pudding $3
Rice
$3
Beans
$3

Tsoureki $10
Potatoes $3

$8
$8

Macaroni & Cheese $3

CONGRATULATIONS 2021 GRADUATES…..
Alexander Christ
Alexander graduated from Ohio University with a degree in Bachelor
of Business Administration. He was selected as a member of Ohio
University's Fixed Income Management Group. He was a finalist at
Sophomore Credit Research Case Competition organized by
Barclays. Alexander accepted a position with Deutsche Bank as an
Investment Banking Analyst in New York City. He is the son of Alex
Christ and Theodora Stavrakis.

Cassandra Helene Likouris
Casey is the daughter of Triantafilos & Stephanie Likouris. Casey
graduated Cum Laude in May from Kent State University with a
Bachelor Arts degree. She double majored in Global Studies &
Geography with a concentration in Geographic Information Science
and minored in Political Science & Italian Studies. Casey studied in
Florence, Italy and Washington DC where she had an internship.
She is living in Washington DC and working for shadow Senator
Paul Strauss.

Sophia Stamaton
Sofia graduated from John Carroll with a BS in Psychology and an
Entrepreneurship minor. She is working for a start up real estate
investment company called Fund that Flip.

Lia Bench
Lia
graduated
from Marlington High
School and
is
attending Youngstown State University. She is the daughter of
Steve and Georgia Bench and granddaughter of Elizabeth Conrad.

Samantha Dragar
Samantha graduated from Hudson High School, Summa Cum
Laude. She is the daughter of Ed and Elizabeth (Trifelos) and the
granddaughter of Dan and Carol Trifelos. Samantha is attending
Duquesne University.

Emma DeAngelis
Emma graduated from Jackson High School. She is the daughter of
Ross and Nicole DeAngelis and the granddaughter of Chris and Pam
Gaitanos. Emma is attending Stark State College majoring in Early
c
Childhood Education.

Aliki Kantzos
Aliki graduated from Hoover High School. She is the daughter of
Nectarios and Janelle Kantzos. She is attending Stark State College for
Dental Hygiene.

Alexa Maria Nastoff
Alexa graduated Suma Cum Laude from Jackson High School and is
attending The Ohio State University. She is the daughter of Mike and
Stephanie Nastoff and granddaughter of Mary Griveas and the late Xen
Griveas.

Brooke Athanasia Pope
Brooke graduated from GlenOak High School and is attending the
Nursing program at Gannon University where she will also be playing
volleyball. Brooke is the daughter of John and Erika Pope and the
granddaughter of Sia and the late Lanny Pope.

Ariana Vallos
Ariana graduated from Hoover High School. She is the daughter of Jim
and Effie Vallos and the granddaughter of Chris and Stella Vallos.
Ariana will be pursuing a degree in Biology.

Yanni Evgenios Volas
Yanni graduated Summa Cum Laude from Hoover High School. He is
the son of Peter and Joanna Volas and the grandson of Costas and
Eleni Paxos and Eugene and Kathy Volas. Yanni is attending John
Carroll University as an Accounting major.

August 2021

SEPTEMBER
1 - DEMETRIOS GENIATAKIS
EROS RAMPHOS
2 - ACIA SHAHEEN
3 - LORRAINE MANOS
NIKKI ROSSETTI
4 - MARY MANOS
5 - MARI BALLAS
GUS COTOPOLIS
CATHERINE MANNOS
6 - CHRISTOPHER GAITANOS
ARISTIDES KAPLANIS
7 - SUSIE MANOS
JOANNA VOLAS
8 -GEORGE FORADIS
MARY TRIFELOS
9 -VIRGINIA BALLAS
LINDA MILLER
DIANE VARAVVAS
11 - KATHERINE KAPALKO
STEPHANIE LIKOURIS
JONATHAN MACHAMER
MICHAEL NICHOLS
NICOLE ROSSETTI
JOE WAGGONER
12 - HARRIET ANDERSON
SOPHIA BROWN
PETER FORADAS
PETER NIRO
DAVID RISPINTO
13 - IRENE TSENEKOS
14 - STAVROS BASIAKOS
THEODORE KOUROUNIOTIS
MICHAEL STAMATON
15 - DINA AGELOPOULOS
GIULIO GABRIELE
FATHER NICHOLAS GAMVAS
SHAWN MARTIN
DINA NIKOLAOU
16 - NIKO CHUCHANIS
18 - AMELIA COLON
STEPHEN SKENDELAS
19 - MELODY BOWMAN
MALLORY MACHAMER
STEPHANIE NASTOFF
GEORGIA STILIANOS
JOHN YATRAS
20 - CHRISTY AGELOPOULOS
GEORGE BOURLAS
GREGORY KANDIS
21 - DANIELA ARCHER
WILLIAM NICHOLAS
HOWARD RUTTER
22 - ALYSSA KOEHLER
23 - TINA BOLON
24 - KATHERINE MANUSELIS
GEORGE ZAKHAM
25 - JOHN BELLAS
GEORGE CALANDROS
CAROL CAPOCCI
LEONIDAS PAXOS
26 - DINA FAKELIS
28 - VALERIE FORADAS
30 - JAMES STANLEY

OCTOBER















1 - GEORGIA KIRMAN
SIA POPE
KATHLEEN THOMAS
TASOS TSIKLES
2 - ARTEMIS NIKOLAOU
ALYSSA PLAKAS
GEORGE TSENEKOS
NICK WITHERS
STEVE ZOUMBERAKIS
3 - MARY KALLOS
ATHENA KOUMOUTZIS
NIKI STROHMENGER
THOMAS VONORTAS
4 - MICHAEL NASTOFF
5 - DENISE BELLAS
STEPHANIE FAKELIS
JAMES VALLOS
6 - JOHN TSANGEOS
STEPHANIE WAGGONER
7 - EFTIHIA FRUSTACI
OLYMPIA LOUKAS
LOIS MANOS
8 – DINA DIDONATO
CONSTATINE FORADIS
JOHN KOSMIDES
NICK REGOPOULOS
9 - HELEN BOZEKA
JOSEPH MANUSELIS
PETER SOTIROPOULOS
10 -KATE BENJAMIN
NICK PAXOS
LYDIA YATRAS
12 - NICK CONTES
CHRIS STAVRIANOU
13 - JOHN BAHAS
JASON COLON
JORDAN KALAITSIDES
MICHAEL KOSMIDES
14 - MICHAEL GIUSTINO
ADAM HOOVER
15 - JAMES ARRIGO
LINDSEY FORADIS
DRU STROHMENGER
16 - AMALIA ARMATAS
PHILLIP GIALLOURAKIS
ATHENE KARIS
NICHOLAS KOUTRAS
PHILIP STAVRIANOU
17 - MICHAEL CALANDROS
KATHERINE VOLAS
18 - SOPHIA POLITIS
19 - CHRISTIANA CARONA
ANDREW ROCCO
JACK USNER
20 - DAPHNE SMITH
21 - SAVVA BOURNELIS
MICHAEL KAZES
22 - MICHAEL ARRIGO
23 - MARIA DIGIACOMO
24 - MICHAEL DOVER
25 - NICKI HORAITIS
26 - DEACON KERIC SHIEPIS
28 - CAROLYN MICHALOS
KATHRYN VRETAS
29 - GEORGENE GABRIELE
30 - PENELOPE RALLES
31 - TINA COTOPOLIS

MISSED PARISHIONERS
Below is a list of some of our members of
our church family who are not able to
attend church.
Thoughtful cards are always appreciated!
If you know of someone who would like to
be on this list, please notify the church
office.

May God bless all of you!
BETHANY NURSING HOME
626 - 34th Street NW
Canton, OH 44709
330-492-7171
JOHN TSANGEOS
CANTON CHRISTIAN HOME
2550 Cleveland Avenue NW
Canton, OH 44709
330-456-0004
SYLVIA MAVRAKIS
THE DANBURY OF NORTH CANTON
181 Applegrove Street NE
North Canton, OH 44718
330-497-8718
CHRISTOS CHRIST
THE INN AT BELDEN VILLAGE
3927 - 38th Street NW
Canton, OH 44718
330-493-0096
DIANE FORADAS
MIKE NICHOLS
THE INN AT WHITEWOOD VILLAGE
3146 Whitewood Street NW, #216 No.
Canton, OH 44720
330-933-4467
STAVROS “STEVE” BASIAKOS
LISA (COTOPOLIS) FERENCZ
THE LANDING OF CANTON
4550 Hills and Dales Road NW
Canton, OH 44708
330-477-5727
IRENE GIANAKIS

ST. HARALAMBOS
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
251-25TH STREET NW
CANTON, OHIO 44709

Welcome!
EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
SEPTEMBER14
THE ICON OF THE FEAST
The icon of the Feast of the Holy Cross
illustrates the story of the finding of the
Holy Cross by St. Constantine’s mother,
St. Helen, and of its Exaltation.
Patriarch Macarius, who accompanied
Saint Helen is standing in the pulpit
elevating the, Holy Cross for all to see
and venerate.
On each side of the Patriarch are
deacons holding candles. The elevated
Cross is surrounded and venerated by
many clergy and lay people, including
Saint Helen.
Seen in the background of the icon is a
domed structure.
That structure
represents
the
Church
of
the
Resurrection in Jerusalem. This church
was one of the churches constructed
and dedicated by Emperor Constantine
on the holy sites of Jerusalem.

