/ “GLORY TO THEE, WHO HAS SHOWN US THE LIGHT” \

large advertising billboard once had this message: “The darkness can
A kill you.” It was an ad for electric light bulbs, but what it said is

profoundly true: DARKNESS BRINGS DEATH. People like the light
and fear the darkness. The first thing you do when you come into a dark
house is turn on the lights. Even plants seek the brightness of the sun.

One of the most profound statements that Jesus made during His years
among us was this: “I am the light of the world. Whosoever comes after
Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

What a name this is for our Lord! The Light of the World. Everything
outside of Christ is darkness. But with Christ, there is light. It is no
accident that burning lamps and candles are closely associated with the
Christian faith. When a baby is brought for Baptism, the sponsors hold
lighted candles to symbolize that this is now a child of the light, a child of
Christ. Candles are lit for every service. And when a person dies and is
brought to the church for burial, again lighted candles are placed about the
body, to show that even in death there is a lighted way to go to Christ.

Jesus also referred to His followers as light . . . “You are the light of the
world . . . So let your light shine, that men might see your good work and
glory your Father who is in heaven . . .” Just as, for example, the moon
reflects the light of the sun, so we are to reflect the light of Christ.

We are the ones who can now dispel the darkness of fear, despair, evil and
sin in the world. There is an old saying that Christ now has no hands but
our hands to do His work on earth, no feet but ours to carry Him to the sick,
needy, poor and outcast; no tongue but our tongues to teach and comfort and
do His bidding in the world. Surely there is much truth to this concept.
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Amolvtikiov Avootdoiuov "Hyoc &
TO eaudpov TG AvacTdoems KpLyUa, &k ToD Ayyélov pabodoat ai 1od Kvpiov Mabntpiat,
Kol TNV TPOYOVIKNV ATOPacLY amoppiyacal, T0ig ATOGTOAOIS KAvy®UEVOL EAEYOV
"Eckvlevtar 0 Odvartog, nyEpon Xpiotdg 0 Oedg, dmwpovUevos T@ KOGU® TO Héya EAEOC.

Tév Matépwv _ "Hyog mA. &’
“Yrepoedo&aouévog €1, Xp1ote 0 @eog udv, 6 pootijpog £mi vijg Tovg [atépag Mudv Bepeiinoag,
Kol 81 aOTdV TPOG TV GANOVNY TioTY, TavVTag NUAG 00MYNC0S TOAVEDSTANYYVE, 6OEN GOt.

Tob Nood

Q¢ otdhog akAdvntog, the ExkAnciog Xpiotod, kol Avyvog Aelipmtog, TG olkovpévng
copé, €delyOng Xapdrapmeg Elapyog &v 1@ KOOU®, O ToD poptupiov. EAvcoc kol
EOMOAMV TNV oKoTOUAIVAY paKap: 10 &v mappnoio Xpiotd. [IpécPeve cmbfvar udc.

Kovtéxiov "Hyoc B’
[Ipooctacia v Xprotiavdv dkataicyvve, peotteio, Tpog tov [Tomeny duetadete, un
Tapidne, AUAPTOADY dENCEDV POVAG, ALY TPOPOacOV, MG dyadny, €ig TV Pondetay MudV,
TOV ToTAC Kpawyaloviwv oot Tayvvov gig TpecPeiav, kal omedoov €ig ikeoiav, 1
TpocTateEVoVsa Gel, OE0TOKE, TOV TILOVIOV GE.
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July 13, 2025: FEAST: 630 Holy Fathers of the Fourth Ecumenical Council in Chalcedon (+451); Synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel; Righteous Stephan of Sabbaite (+794). (Stephan
was a hymnographer and newpher of John of Damascas.)

Resurrectional Apolytikion Mode 4
When the women disciples of the Lord heard the Angel joyously proclaim the
resurrection, they cast aside the ancestral verdict, and boasting in glory they said to the
Apostles, “Death has been despoiled! Christ God has risen, granting the great mercy to
the world!”

For the Fathers Mode pl. 4
Supremely blessed are You, O Christ our God. You established the holy Fathers upon the
earth as beacons, and through them You have guided us all to the true Faith, O greatly
merciful One, glory be to You.

Hymn of the Church

As a pillar unshaken of Christ’s holy Church, and lamp ever-burning to all the world you
emerged, O wise Haralambos; in all the world you shined, with the martyrdom you
suffered, you dispelled the dark night, of the idols, O blessed; whence, with courage do
intercede, to Christ that we may be saved.

Kontakion Mode 2
O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with the Creator that never fails,
we sinners beg you, do not ignore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore
you, quickly come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with faith. Hurry to intercession,
and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who protect now and ever those who honor you.
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July 13, 2025
Titus 3:8-15

Epistle

The reading is from Paul’s Letter to Titus.

Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things,
so that those who have believed in God may be careful to apply
themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men.
But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels
over the law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is
factious, after admonishing him once or twice, have nothing more to do
with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-
condemned. When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to
come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there.
Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see
that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to
good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful.
All who are with me send greeting to you. Greet those who love us in
the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.
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July 13, 2025
Matthew 5:14-19
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Gospel

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

The Lord said to his disciples, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a
hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven. Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have
come not to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, till heaven
and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these commandments
and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who
does them and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
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