Misplaced Expectations

A young boy returned from his first major
league baseball game very disappointed. Even
though his favorite team won the game, the
young boy said to his grandfather, “T'll never go
to another game again!” “Why not,” his grand-
father asked, “your team won the game -why are
you disappointed?” The boy answered, “I wanted
my favorite player to hit a home run to where I
was sitting and I wanted to catch the ball and
I wanted to get it autographed after the game!”
“T've been hoping for that all my life, too,” said
his grandfather with a smile.

Quite often, the disappointment that we feel
towards a person or about a situation or circum-
stance is due to the fact that our expectations of
that person or about that situation are misplaced,
misguided, or misunderstood. We see an exam-
ple of this in today’s Gospel reading about our

Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem.

Many of the same people who enthusiasti-
cally greeted Jesus when He entered into Jerusa-
lem on Palm Sunday would just as passionately
demand His crucifixion only a few days later.
Why? It is because their expectations of Him
were misplaced. That is, many people presumed
that the long-awaited Messiah would be a great
military leader or a political revolutionary who
would lead them out of Roman subjugation and
into independence. They did not consider the
possibility of a Messiah who would conquer not
armies, but death itself.

What do we expect from God? Like the little
boy at the baseball game, are we disappointed
when we don’t get what we want? Let us recall
that the Lord knows what we need even before
we ask or are aware of it!
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April 5, 2026: Palm Sunday; Claudius. Didymos, Diodoros, Nikephoros and their associates, Martyrs; George of Ephesos, Neomartyr (+1802); Righteous Theodora of Thessalonike
(+IXth c.); Presbyter Mark of Trache (+400).

Apolytikion Mode 1
To confirm the general resurrection before Your Passion, You resurrected Lazarus from
the dead, O Christ our God. Therefore imitating the children, carrying the symbols of
victory, we cry out to You the Victor over death: “Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are
You, the One, who comes in the name of the Lord.”

Another Mode 4
We were buried with You through Baptism, O Christ our God, and thus by Your
Resurrection we have been granted immortal life, and extolling You we cry aloud,
“Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are You, the One who comes in the name of the Lord.”

Kontakion Mode pl. 2
In heaven upon the throne, on earth upon the colt, You were carried, O Christ our God;
and the praise of the Angels, and the hymns of the children, You received as they cried
to You, “Blessed are You, the One, who is coming to call Adam back again.”

;@

&]IIIII]IIIII]II]II]IIIIIIII]II]II]III]II]II]I]II]II]II]]II]II]I]]II]II]II]II]IIIII]IIIII]IIIIIIII]IIIII]IIIII]]IIIII]I]III]I]IIII

e




%]IIIII]IIIII]II]II]IIIIIIII]II]II]III]II]II]I]II]II]II]]II]II]I]]II]II]II]II]IIIII]IIIII]IIIIIIII]IIIII]IIIII]]IIIII]I]III]I]IIII

;@

April 5,2026 Palm Sunday
Philippians 4:4-9
00000000000000000000000000000000000

Epistle

The reading is from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.

Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all
men know your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of peace will be
with you.

April 5,2026 Prayer of the Gospel
John 12:1-18
00000000000000000000000000000000000

Gospel
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to John.

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was,
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. There they made him a supper; Martha
served, and Lazarus was one of those at table with him. Mary took a pound of
costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet
with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment. But
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, one of his disciples (he who was to betray him),
said, “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to
the poor?” This he said, not that he cared for the poor but because he was a
thief, and as he had the money box he used to take what was put into it. Jesus
said, “Let her alone, let her keep it for the day of my burial. The poor you
always have with you, but you do not always have me.” When the great crowd
of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not only on account of Jesus
but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests
planned to put Lazarus also to death, because on account of him many of the
Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. The next day a great crowd who
had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took
branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, “Hosanna! Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” And Jesus
found a young donkey and sat upon it; as it is written, “Fear not, daughter of
Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” His disciples
did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that this had been written of him and had been done to him. The
crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and
raised him from the dead bore witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet
him was that they heard he had done this sign.
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