Asking Jesus to Leave

Of all the miracle stories of Jesus, the one
recorded in today’s Gospel reading stands out
as unique. In most other occasions when Je-
sus healed or cured, the result was that more
people came and asked to be cured. However,
in the case of Jesus expelling demons from the
man in the Gadarene territory, the result was
that the whole village came out and asked Je-
sus to leave that area! (Matthew 8:34)

Ingratitude is certainly not the reaction we
would expect the townsfolk to have since a
member of their community restored to his
right mind by the command of Jesus. Previ-
ously, he was prone to fits of madness and the
source of his madness was understood to be
demonic possession. Jesus commanded the
demons to leave the man and restored the
man to his right mind. Had this been the end

of the story, perhaps the people would have
been filled with gratitude. However, Jesus sent
the demons into a herd of swine, which then
jumped over a cliff and drowned.

Why did Jesus send the demons into the
swine? According to Jewish law, pork is con-
sidered to be an unclean product. Jews were
to have no contact with pork. Because of this,
the Jews of that town were breaking their own
religious law.

By expelling the demons into the swine,
Jesus not only healed a man, but also rees-
tablished a forgotten value system in a town.
Unfortunately, the inhabitants were not ready
to receive this lesson. It is no surprise, then,
why they met Jesus with such ingratitude and
asked Him to leave their district.
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; ST. HARALAMBOS SUNDAY BULLETIN B R ASSET SAVE THE DATEl !
H : ON THE H
I July 5, 2026 VALLEY GEM ST. HARALAMBOS PANIYRI I
I STERNWHEELER FAMILY PICNIC i
I 5TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - i
E Orthros 9:00 a.m.: Divine Liturgy immediately following the Orthros. - Tﬁggg?g; ?zUC(;{I{jSITS]}Z?’ E
af | FIVG ALTAR BOY SCHEDULE BREAKFAST ON THE OHIO RIVER R i
A | SUNJULY 5  15th Sunday of Matthew 9:00 a.m. July 5, 2026 MANSION TOUR, GIFT SHOP AND AUGUST 16, 2026 i
DL TUEJULY 7 Silver Liners’ Board Meeting 10:00 a.m. ’ LUNCH ON THE OHIO RIVER il
7| | sunuuLY 12 +6th Sunday of Matthew 9:00 am. TEAM A Join us for a riverboat ride aboard the VALLEY IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING LITURGY | [
2| | TUE JULY 14 Orthodox Bible Study 400 p.m. O O 8 O M i
[ THU JULY 16 Parish Council Meeting 7:00 p.m GEM and visit the Blennerhassett Mansion. ]
I POSINN Departing from the Marietta Dock we will enjoy y I
| [N S0y s [Emcr ofe oy Faters o0am |9 a breakfast buffet on the Ohio River followed by St Haralambos Men s Club | |
W TuE JuLy 21 +Great Viespers 6;30 p:m: PLEASE CHURCH OFFICE a Mansion Tour and ending with a luncheon lcg ; OOPr O(i) a ;
: St. Mary Magdalene St. Markella e VACATION DAYS buffet on the river. i oaches Treview I
0 | WED JULY 22 1St. Mary Magdalene St. Markella ~ 9:00 a.m. Iéinilfited n%obili‘zlv alczcbess. | Wednesday, August 12, 2026 i
Hl I SUN JULY 26 tSt. Paraskevi 9:00 a.m. PLEASE NOTE LAURI WILL BE ON olf cart from dock but no elevator in mansion. . H
l Eighth Sunday of Matthew VACATION FROM JUNE 29TH-JULY 10TH COST: $ 100.00 Social Hour: 5:30 p.m. I
=] | MON JULY 27 1St. Panteleimon 9:00am. (bus/gratuities/meals/mansion tour) Buffet Dinner: 6:30 p.m. i
O} | TUE JULY 28  Orthodox Bible Study 4:00 p.m. THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL ONLY BE 8 Coaches Panel: 7:30 p.m. i
H OPEN ON THE FOLLOWING DATES: Check payable to: L. I
11 | AuGuST St Haralambos Senior Citizens Admission: $2-5 i
I IsuNaUG2  +9th Sunday of Matthew 9:00 am. JULY 7TH, JULY 8TH AND JULY 9TH. Check due by: JULY 20, 2026 Includes Buffet Dinner |
] IMONAUG3  fParaklesis 6:30 p.m. For reservations call: For Tickets. Contact: H
e aves soreatveman et S Kathy Dieringer ~ 330-265-3876 Steve Diamant: 330-209-3138 I
1 Holy Transfiguration of Our Lord 1498 New England Dr SE John Kellamis: 330-499-0550 I
0} | THUAUG 6  fTransfiguration of Our Lord 9:00 a.m. ORTHODOX BOOK N. Canton, OH 44720 Church Office:330-454-7278 I
S| |FRIAUG7  tParaklesis 6:30 p.m. STUDY GROUP i
O 1SUNAUG9  110th Sunday of Matthew 9:00 a.m. - - - - i
-] |[MONAUG 10 tParaklesis 6:30 p.m. . . Tithe.ly Online Stewardship Payment Options H
I | WED AUG 12 tParaklesis 6:30 p.m. Join us for a spiritual book study i
i Football Preview 5:30 p.m. and fellowship. You can now scan the QR code to your left to log into Tithe or go directly H
I THU AUG 13 Parish Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. to their website (tithe.ly) to make Stewardship, Memorial or Candle i
| [FRIAUG 14 tGreat Vespers 6:30 p.m. Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday payments. i
i Dormition of The Theotokos in the Tri-Room To scan QR code: i
1| | SATAUG 15 tDormition of The Theotokos 9:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. . . : i
1 | SUNAUG 16 +11th Sunday of Matthew 9:00 a.m. Apple iphone- use your camera app and click on the yellow link that il
i Paniyri Family Picnic ALL ARE WELCOME! appears on the screen. ]
] 1 SUN AUG 23 112th Sunday of Matthew 9:00 a.m. . . . Android (non-apple ) phone- use QR code scanner if already installed or I
T | SUNAUG 30 +13th Sunday of Matthew 9:00 a.m. If you would like to participate, 20 to Google Play Store and download. I
H please contact the church office @ Make a Donati i
i 330-454-7278. akc a onation Either option will take you directly to our donation website for your M
i tithe.l donation to St. Haralambos Church. I
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July 5, 2026:
Feast: Righteous Athanasios of Athos (+1003); Righteous Lampados of Eirenople (+Xth c.); Righteous Holymartyr Kyprianos (+1679); Synaxis of the 23 Martyrs of Lesbos.

Amolvtikiov AvooTtioiuov "Hyog &’
To eaudpov TG GvacTdoems KIpLyLa, €k ToD Ayyélov pabodoat ai Tod Kvpiov Mabntpan,
KO TNV TPOYOVIKTV AmOQUCY Amoppiyacal, TG ATOGTOAOIS KOVYMDUEVOL EAEYOV®
"Eckvlevtar 6 Odvartog, nyépbn Xpiotog 6 Ocdg, dmpoduevoc T@ KOGU® TO Uéyo EAEOC.

Tob ‘Ociov "Hyocy’
Ty év capki {onv, cod KotemAdynoav, AyyEA®V TayHoTo, TOG LETH COUATOS, TPOG
40pATOVE GUUTAOKAG, EYMPNOAG TAVELPNLLE, KOl KATETPAVUATICOS, TOV SAUOVOV, TOG
oaiayyos 60ev ABavdoie, 0 Xplotog oe ueiyarto, mhovsiog dmpeais Ao Ilatep,
npécPeve Xplotd @ Oed, crobijval TaG Yoyag MUdV.

Tob Nood

Q¢ otdhog akAdvntog, e ExkAnciag Xpiotod, kol Avyvog Aeipmtog, TG olkoupévng
copé, &deiyng Xapdioumeg Elopyog &v T@ KOGU®, O Tod papTtupiov. Ehvcog Kol
EI0MAOV TNV oKoTOpAIVaY pakap: 10 &v mappnoio Xpiotd. [IpécPeve cmbfvar udc.

Kovtéxiov "Hyog B’
[Ipootacia t®v Xplotiavdv dxotaioyvvie, peotteio, mpog tov IMomtv duetdbete, un
TapidNe, AUAPTOADY SENCEWV PWVAC, AALG TPOPOacov, Mg dyadn, eig v Pondelay HUdV,
TV ToTdC kpoavyaloéviov oot Tayvvov eig mpeoPeiav, kol omedoov &ig ikeciav, 1
TpooTaTEVOVOX AEl, OBE0TOKE, TV TILOVI®OV GE.

Resurrectional Apolytikion Mode 4
When the women disciples of the Lord heard the Angel joyously proclaim the
resurrection, they cast aside the ancestral verdict, and boasting in glory they said to the
Apostles, “Death has been despoiled! Christ God has risen, granting the great mercy to
the world!”

For the Devout Man Mode 3
Angelic hosts on high were filled with wonderment, seeing your life in the flesh: how
with your body you courageously went out to wrestle with invisible foes; and to the
demonic hordes you inflicted serious wounds. Therefore, Athanasios, you received from
the Master Christ, a wealth of gifts. Holy Father, intercede on our behalf with Christ our
God, to save our souls.

Hymn of the Church

As a pillar unshaken of Christ’s holy Church, and lamp ever-burning to all the world you
emerged, O wise Haralambos; in all the world you shined, with the martyrdom you
suffered, you dispelled the dark night, of the idols, O blessed; whence, with courage do
intercede, to Christ that we may be saved.

Kontakion Mode 2
O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with the Creator that never fails,
we sinners beg you, do not ignore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore
you, quickly come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with faith. Hurry to intercession,
and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who protect now and ever those who honor you.
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July 5, 2026 For the Devout Man
Galatians 5:22-26; 6:1-2
00000000000000000000000000000000000

Epistle

The reading is from Paul’s Letter to the Galatians.

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such there is no
law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with
its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the
Spirit. Let us have no self-conceit, no provoking of one another, no
envy of one another. Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass,
you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Look
to yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and
so fulfill the law of Christ.

July 5, 2026 Prayer of the Gospel
Matthew 8:28-34;9:1
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Gospel

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

At that time, when Jesus came to the other side, to the country of the
Gergesenes, two demoniacs met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that
no one would pass that way. And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do
with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?”
Now a herd of many swine was feeding at some distance from them. And the
demons begged him, “If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of swine.”
And he said to them, “Go.” So they came out and went into the swine; and
behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and perished
in the waters. The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything,
and what had happened to the demoniacs. And behold, all the city came out to
meet Jesus; and when they saw him, they begged him to leave their
neighborhood. And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own
city.
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