Christ and Fear

For what purpose does He go up into the
mountain? To teach us, that loneliness and re-
tirement is good, when we are to pray to God.
With this view, you see, He is continually with-
drawing into the wilderness, and there often
spends the whole night in prayer, teaching us
earnestly to seek such quietness in our prayers,
as the time and place may confer. For the wil-
derness is the mother of quiet; it is a calm and
a harbor, delivering us from all turmoils.

He Himself then went up there with this
object, but the disciples are tossed with the
waves again, and undergo a storm, equal even
to the former. But whereas before they had
Him in the ship when this befell them, now
they were alone by themselves. Thus gently
and by degrees He excites and urges them
on for the better, even to the bearing all no-

bly. Accordingly we see, that when they were
first near that danger, He was present, though
asleep, so as readily to give them relief; but now
leading them to a greater degree of endurance,
He does not even this, but departs, and in mid
sea permits the storm to arise, so that they
might not so much as look for a hope of pres-
ervation from any quarter; and He lets them
be tempest-tossed all the night, thoroughly to
awaken, as I suppose, their hardened heart.
For such is the nature of the fear, which
the time concurs with the rough weather in
producing. And together with the compunc-
tion, He cast them also into a greater longing

for Himself, and a continual remembrance of
Him.

Saint John Chrysostom
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Icon of Christ Walking on the Water




Greek School 5:30 p.m. January Ist donation to St. Haralambos Church.
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August 2, 2026:
Feast: Recovery of the Relics of First Martyr and Archdeacon Stephen (+415); Righteous Photeine; Theodore of the Dardenells, Neomartyr (+1690).
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Resurrectional Apolytikion Mode pl. 4
You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and consented to a threeday burial,
to free us from the passions. O Lord, our life and resurrection, glory to You!

For Protomartyr Mode 4
O Stephen, a crown of royalty was laid on your head for contests you courageously
endured for Christ our God, as first among Martyr saints. You refuted the ravings of the
Jews who accused you, and you saw your Savior at the right hand of the Father. We pray
that you will ever entreat Him to save our souls.

Hymn of the Church

As a pillar unshaken of Christ’s holy Church, and lamp ever-burning to all the world you
emerged, O wise Haralambos; in all the world you shined, with the martyrdom you
suffered, you dispelled the dark night, of the idols, O blessed; whence, with courage do
intercede, to Christ that we may be saved.

Kontakion Grave Mode
Upon the mountain were You transfigured, and Your disciples beheld Your glory as far
as they were able, O Christ our God; so that when they would see You crucified they
might understand that Your Passion was deliberate, and declare to the world that in truth
You are the Father’s radiance.
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August 2, 2026 Ninth Sunday
1 Corinthians 3:9-17

Epistle

The reading is from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.

Brethren, we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s
building. According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled
master builder, I laid a foundation, and another man is building upon it.
Let each man take care how he builds upon it. For no other foundation
can any one lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if
any one builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw — each man’s work will become manifest; for the
Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire
will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work which any
man has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If
any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself
will be saved, but only as through fire. Do you not know that you are
God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If any one destroys
God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and that
temple you are.

August 2, 2026 Prayer of the Gospel
Matthew 14:22-34
00000000000000000000000000000000000

Gospel

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

At that time, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the
other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the
crowds, he went up into the hills by himself to pray. When evening came, he
was there alone, but the boat by this time was out on the sea, beaten by the
waves; for the wind was against them. And in the fourth watch of the night he
came to them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on
the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear.
But immediately he spoke to them, saying, “Take heart, it is I; have no fear.”
And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on the water.”
He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and
came to Jesus; but when he saw the strong wind, he was afraid, and beginning
to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately reached out his hand
and caught him, saying to him, “O man of little faith, why did you doubt?”
And when they entered the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” And when they had
crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.
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